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City Offices Now Open  
 

As of Thursday, March 11 city offices are open  
to the public during regular office hours. 

 
FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED WHEN  

ENTERING CITY FACILITIES  
 

In an effort to limit the number of people coming 
 into City Hall during the pandemic, we ask that  

you continue to use the Drop Box at our front entrance  
for the following items: 

 
Utility Payments 

Building Permit Applications 
Zoning Applications 

 
Forms are available on our website at ricelakecitymn.com. 

 
If your visit to City Hall requires a specific staff member to be 

available, please call ahead to schedule an appointment. 
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Mayor’s Corner 
                         John Werner, Mayor of Rice Lake    

3/1/2021 
   

With winter winding down, I think it’s safe to say Spring isn’t far off. But for those of us 
who know this area, March can and usually does, give us one more blast of winter 
around High School Tournament Time. As for the tournament, not sure what will happen 
there, but I’m pretty confident winter isn’t quite finished with us. 
 
City Hall Addition 
Contractors still have some minor things to finish up, but for all intents and purposes, 
the addition is complete, and all City Staff and the St. Louis County Deputy Sheriff are 
moved in and settled. There is still the spring work that has to be completed, which 
includes landscaping, parking lot improvements, parking lot lighting, painting of the city 
hall signage, and parking lot striping.  
 
We had a new well drilled, which is deeper than the old well. The water is clear, clean, and safe. For those who have 
used the building, the other well water had the color of tea, and required two water softeners. Those systems have 
been eliminated. 
 
Numerous other improvements have been completed: new chairs and tables for gatherings, bigger kitchen, security 
improvements, indoor and outdoor cameras, and outdoor lighting improvements. 
 
It is our desire to hold an open house this spring so everyone can see what’s been accomplished. Your City Council, 
always concerned about tax dollars, accomplished this City Hall Addition project without using local tax dollars, but 
by using Local Government Aid dollars, which we receive from the State. 
 
Road Projects 
We will continue the work on Gothenburg Rd which we started two summers ago. This work is replacing driveway 
culverts as needed and redefining ditches for improved drainage. 
 
1st Ave. S. will have drainage improvements and widening accomplished on the “S” turn to improve safety. 
 
3rd Ave. S. will have the northern 500 ft, from Ditch 14 to near E Calvary Rd raised about 18” and two lifts of new 
asphalt for a thickness of 3”. 
 
This positions Rice Lake to have “chip sealing” accomplished next year when the County does Arnold Rd. and E. 
Calvary Rd. Chip sealing is a covering applied to new road surfaces, which adds about 8 to 10 years of life to the 
blacktop surface. 
 
Other Projects 
The Rice Lake Rd. utilities project north of Martin Rd. is still in the early engineering phase with much research and 
engineering yet to be accomplished. More to come on that. 
 
Our Rice Lake Historical Book is at the printer now, so it is our belief that when you read this, we will have printed 
copies at City Hall for sale. 
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Earth Day  
Word Search 

NOTICE 
 The Board of Appeal and Equalization  

for City of Rice Lake  
will meet on  

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 at 4:00 PM  
at  

Rice Lake City Hall 
  4107 W. Beyer Road  

 
Important information regarding property assessments 

This may affect your 2021 property taxes 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the jurisdiction has been properly valued and classified by the 
assessor. 
 
If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your  
concerns.  If you disagree with the valuation or classification after discussing it with your assessor, you may file a written appeal 
to the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization.  The Board will review the assessments and may make corrections as needed.  
Generally, you must appeal to the local City Council before appealing to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization.   
Contact Toni at 218-249-0733.   
 
ALL APPEALS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING DUE TO COVID-19. 
 
Toni Blomdahl 
Clerk-Treasurer 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Earth Day 
April 22, 2021 

“Restore Our Earth" 
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Broadband Internet Survey Results 
Results are based on 766 completed surveys (both online and paper) as of 12/9/2020 

Continuing the Search for Internet Connections 
City of Rice Lake 
By Suzanne Herstad 

 
Rice Lake continues to search for internet options for our residents. Some of you were hoping that an internet solution would 
be here soon. Building out internet is very costly and is the biggest hindrance in pursuing this goal. We have not given up! We 
are still seeking options and funding sources.  
There is a short term solution that may help some folks. Over a year ago City Hall had attempted Air Fiber as an internet solu-
tion. This is a line-of-site technology. Because of the heavily forested area around city hall it didn’t work as expected.  Then a 
few months ago city staff tried Starlink, which is an internet satellite service. Staff is quite impressed! This might be an option 
for you. If you want to learn about SpaceX developing a low latency, internet system visit www.starlink.com to learn more.  
Last Fall Rice Lake sent out an internet survey to all homes. Out of 1,764 surveys mailed out, 766 responses were returned. 
This is a fantastic turnout! Thank you to those who took the time to complete this survey. Thank you to city staff for all their 
work on making this survey a success. Here are the results published below. 
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Given current providers are unlikely to expand and/or improve internet services, do  
you think the City of Rice Lake should provide financial assistance to a different internet 
provider to bring high-speed internet to those with por or no service? 

Rice Lake Community Club 
 

Let’s Get Together! 
 

If you ever considered getting more involved in the 
community, this is a great place to start.   

 
Please join the Rice Lake Community Club on  

Wednesday, May 5 at 6:30 PM  
at the Rice Lake Park  

and see what we are all about.   
 

Everyone is welcome so bring your friends and family 
and meet your community members.   

In case of inclement weather, the alternate venue is  
City Hall.   

 
The Rice Lake Community Club is a non-profit civic 

organization supporting our community and park 
through donations and volunteers that host fun 

community events and activities for all ages. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THANK 
YOU! 

With Spring in the air  
and the snow hopefully  

behind us, we wanted to  
thank everyone  

who volunteered to adopt a  
hydrant this winter.  

 
We will be reaching out again  

next winter for additional  
volunteers so let us know  
anytime, if you would like  

to participate. 
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Retailers Urged to Remove Marimo Moss Balls from Shelves;  
Consumers Asked to Destroy 

 Government agencies and invasive species programs across the country are urging stores to remove Marimo ball moss plants 
for sale after they were discovered to harbor a destructive invasive pest. Tiny zebra mussels were found in the imported 
aquarium plants, which are sold in pet, nursery, and home décor stores.  
Consumers are urged not to purchase this product and—if they have any at home—to safely dispose of them by freezing or 
dunking in hot water, salt water or bleach. Once treated, balls can be placed in a sealed plastic bag and thrown in the trash. If 
balls were placed in an aquarium or terrarium, it is a good idea to treat the tank, pump, and accessories after removing fish, 
animals and plants. Further guidance can be found at https://www.fws.gov/fisheries/ANS/zebra-mussel-disposal.html. 
 “Large pet stores including PETCO and PetSmart have been extremely cooperative,” says Doug Jensen, University of Minne-
sota Sea Grant Program’s Aquatic Invasive Species Program Coordinator. “They have removed Marimo balls from their 
shelves and sanitized their tanks.” In the past, Minnesota hobbyists have mistakenly released many aquarium plants and animals 
into the wild, and Jensen says releasing Marimo balls would be very destructive. More information is available here from the 
national Habitattitude campaign. https://www.habitattitude.net/ 
 Locally, the Duluth Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) is working with Jensen to get the message out 
to smaller retailers and hobbyists. Coordinator Lori Seele says, “Only a few Northland waters are infested with zebra mussels 
and we want to keep it that way.” 
If you see zebra mussels attached to moss balls, report it to the federal Nonindigenous Aquatic Species database at https://
nas.er.usgs.gov/. 
 Zebra mussels, and their relatives quagga mussels, can quickly take over once they get into lakes and rivers. These invasive 
mussels can clog drinking water intakes and foul boat hulls, motors, docks and lifts. They disrupt the food chain and slow the 
growth of young walleye, making them vulnerable to predation and poor winter survival, according to a recent study by the 
University of Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Center.   

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy USGS 

TROOP 7 News  
Happy New Year from the Scouts and Leaders of Scout BSA Troop 7, Rice Lake’s only Scout Troop. Despite many COVID 
related challenges we continue to meet as State and Scouts BSA restrictions allow. Currently we are meeting at the former 
Gnesen Township Town Hall on most Monday nights. We thank the leadership of Gnesen Township for allowing us to use the 
former town hall, until we can resume our normal meeting location at Family of God (FOG) Lutheran church. We are hopeful 
that we will be able to come “home” to meet in the near future. Currently, the Troop meets in two shifts to accommodate 
group size limitations. 
December is when we hold one of our three annual Courts of Honor (COH), a ceremony where scouts receive merit badges 
for newly mastered skills and where rank advancements are awarded. Typically, the December COH is held at the Horace 
Johnson scout camp on Island Lake, but since Horace Johnson was closed, we had to improvise and settled on a drive-in-style 
COH in the FOG parking lot. While it was unusual, it was a great success, and we thank FOG for letting us use the parking lot 
and radio broadcast system.  
Upcoming events will include our annual winter campout, which will be held at Horace Johnson instead of our normal location 
north of Virginia. During the winter campout, the Scouts are given an opportunity to design and construct a winter camping 
shelter and sleep in it overnight. Those brave souls who camp outside overnight earn our Troop’s coveted “Winter Warrior” 
patch.  
As a reminder, we meet between 5:30 and 8:30 on most Monday nights. We also have monthly parent meetings which are 
typically on the second Wednesday of the month. If you would like more information please contact our Scoutmaster Pat Si-
rois at ps0264@aol.com or Parent Committee Chair, Becky Moore at bswitze@msn.com. 
 
 
Submitted by Scott Carney – Troop 7 Assistant Scoutmaster  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Getting a new furnace? Building a new deck?  
Replacing windows or doors? Remodeling? 

 

Don’t forget your building permit! 
 

Applications are available on our website or at City Hall. Please contact Carley at 218-249-0947 
or carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com with any building permit questions. 

(Failure to obtain a required building permit may result in fines.) 

Companies Benefit Log A Load for Kids –  
A Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Partner    
 
 
   

   
Recently, Minnesota timber industry businesses came together to help local kids treated at St. Paul’s Gillette Children’s Spe-
cialty Healthcare, with a local clinic at 1420 London Road, Duluth. The collaborative timber harvest, north of Duluth, netted 
over $33,500 for Gillette, adding to the Minnesota Log A Load for Kids effort which has raised $604,000 for Gillette since it 
began in 1997.  
  The harvest, organized by Tom McCabe of McCabe Forest Products, was supported by seventeen different companies and 
individuals. “It was a team effort,” McCabe said. “It’s been fun organizing the whole thing. It’s a great cause and we’re glad to 
help out the kids.”  
  The St. Louis County sale included 250 cords of aspen, pine, birch, maple, balsam, and spruce. All of the time, labor, equip-
ment, and fuel was donated by the participating businesses. Waste Wood Recyclers managed the felling and slashing. Watters 
Excavating provided the delimbing while logger Rick Olson provided the skidding.   
  Several companies hauled the wood including Demenge Trucking and Forest Products, Al’s Excavating, Kimball Enterprize, 
Shermer Logging, Rieger Trucking, McCabe Forest Products, Jerry Donek, and Chuck Van Dorn. Minnesota Power purchased 
the biomass. Mills purchasing the timber included Hedstrom Lumber, Louisiana Pacific, SAPPI, UPM Blandin, and Lester River 
Sawmill.  
  Log A Load is able to use funds from a previously awarded grant from Compeer Financial for a reoccurring process of pur-
chasing a county stumpage sale and then carrying out a harvest through the generous participation of timber industry business-
es and mills. Log A Load for Kids then replenishes the grant to its full amount, prepared to purchase another timber sale that 
will generate more harvest proceeds to benefit the mission of Gillette.    
  Log A Load for Kids is a nationwide program that began in 1988 when loggers and others in the forest products community 
donated the value of a load of logs to their local Children’s Miracle Network Hospital. Today Log A Load for Kids is a fund-
raising leader for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals, raising more than $2 million annually through golf tournaments, fish-
ing events, dinners, harvests and truckloads of log donations.    
  Gillette, an independent, not-for-profit hospital and clinics, specializes in treating children who have disabilities and complex 
medical conditions. Gillette’s mission is to help children who have disabilities thrive and lead happy, healthy and productive 
lives. For more information, visit www.gillettechildrens.org.   
 
 
 

3/23/21  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Buzz Bee-yond the Honeybee  
 
 

If you had to name a pollinator you would probably think of bees, specifically honeybees. While honeybees are important agri-
cultural pollinators; they are not native to the United States and are not the primary pollinator that many believe them to be.  
 According to the National Geographic Society, they were imported by European settlers in 1622 and spread with their move-
ment across the country. Native or wild bees of all types play an important role in pollination. While many people divide bees 
into just two types — honeybees and bumblebees — there are almost 20,000 known species of bees in the world.  About 
3,500 live in the United States, and Minnesota is home to nearly 400.  
  Not even two percent of these are honey- or bumblebees. The other ninety-eight percent are mostly solitary bees. These 
bees can be yellow, but some species are brown, blue, or even metallic green. Solitary bees, as their name suggests, live on 
their own, in the ground, tree trunks, or the hollow stems of plants, not in colonies with a queen and workers like honey- and 
bumblebees.  
 It could be said that each solitary bee is her own queen. She builds her own nest, collects her own pollen and nectar, and lays 
her own eggs without any help from other bees. Some solitary bees may nest in large groups, but they do not actively help 
each other. Solitary bees do not swarm and are much less likely to sting than honeybees because they aren’t defending a hive. 
 Native bees and plants have coevolved together, creating a finely tuned relationship between particular plants and their spe-
cial pollinators. This is how they can pollinate a diverse number of plants. In contrast, honeybees are all the same, which limits 
their pollinating function. Some of the crops wild bees pollinate include squash, watermelon, tomatoes, blueberries, sweet pep-
pers, and raspberries. 
 Butterflies and moths are another valuable pollinator group in our world. From grasslands to jungles, these fluttering crea-
tures are highly sensitive indicators of environmental health, in addition to their crucial role in pollinating our food and flow-
ers. They also come in a variety of colors that add beauty to our landscape.   More than 250,000 species comprise this diverse 
group of insects. While the monarch butterfly is our local celebrity, it doesn’t take long to find many more, perhaps less showy 
members of this group fluttering in our yards and fields as well. The database at insectIdentification.org lists 375 species of moths 
and butterflies across Minnesota.  
 Other overlooked pollinators include birds, bats, beetles, ants, flies, and mosquitoes. Although their efforts may not be as ob-
vious or efficient as those of bees and butterflies, due to their sheer numbers they still play an important role. Want to learn 
more about bees? Here is a good place to begin: https://www.beelab.umn.edu/ 
 
Article provided by Nellie S. 

James Robert Bergman- son, brother, husband, father, and friend to all, passed away in his home 
on January 18th, 2021.  Born May 17th, 1960 in Duluth Minnesota to Carl and Dolores Bergman.  
James was truly an amazing person from the beginning to the end. His passion for working in his 
garage, the outdoors, and his country were unmatched, but the most important thing in his life 
was his family. Lifelong resident of the Homecroft area of Rice Lake, James was educated at  
Duluth Central High School where he was most commonly found in the Auto Shop. He joined the 
Army out of High School and married his High School sweetheart Linda (Happy). They traveled 
the world together for years and made many memories and friends along the way. 
After his service in the Army, he truly followed the American dream and started his own business 
as a tattoo artist. He owned and operated True Colors Tattoo for over 25 years, expressing him-
self through his artwork. He went on to teach many other artists and continues to influence many 
others today. He had many hobbies throughout his life, from building motorcycles, hot rods, or 
anything with a motor, to woodworking, fishing, and just enjoying the outdoors.  His biggest  
passion though was being a father and a grandfather. He could not be prouder of his children. He 

will be remembered for his contagious laugh and smile, his wildly entertaining stories, his loving heart, and willingness to take 
care of anyone in need, at a moments notice. His memory will be cherished and kept alive by his wife Linda, and his five  
children, Joseph (Jenna), Joshua, Jesse (Makayla), Jamie, and Jeanna, and his close friends Jett, George, Pokey, and Braden. They 
kept his spirits high when he was feeling low.   
 
A celebration of life will be planned for later this Spring. 

James Robert Bergman 
1960-2021 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Protect Those that Protect Us Everyday 
 We can all do our part to help support the men and women who protect us and our communities every day. Ask your legis-
lator to support the Hometown Heroes Assistance Program. 
 Firefighters protect us, but what many people don’t know is that they often struggle to protect themselves, especially from 
cancer, cardiac, and mental health issues. Those issues have impacted firefighters and their families across the state, including 
in our own communities here in Northeastern Minnesota. 
 In 2013, Rice Lake Fire Chief Matthew C. Frantz died of an apparent heart attack within 24 hours of responding to a mutual 
aid fire call from the fire department in Duluth. Just 14 months later, in February 2015, veteran Rice Lake volunteer firefighter 
Randy Hiti died while responding to a call, leaving behind a wife, two daughters and a large firefighter family. 
 Cardiovascular disease is the number-one killer of firefighters nationwide and is by far the leading cause of line-of-duty deaths 
in the fire service. According to the International Association of Firefighters, more than 12% of all firefighters will develop 
heart disease at some point in their lives. 
 Glen Solem from Grand Lake Fire died in early 2020, after a 14-month battle with esophageal cancer. According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association, more than 68% of all firefighters will develop some form of cancer in their lifetimes. Fire-
fighters experience higher rates of certain types of diagnoses and cancer-related deaths compared to the general U.S. popula-
tion, according to a multi-year study from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 In April 2018, Superior Fire Department Battalion Chief Erik Sutton took his own life, just weeks after retiring. Those in the 
fire service experience much higher rates of mental health challenges than the general population — particularly in the areas of 
sleep disorders, depression, substance abuse, post-traumatic stress disorder and suicidal ideation/action. 
 Critical funding shortages throughout Minnesota departments make it difficult for fire service leaders to prioritize firefighter 
health measures and equipment, such as department-wide health checkups, gear-cleaning tools, and mental health resources. 
Departments do as much as they can with limited resources, but there is no unified vision or commitment at the city or state 
level to prioritize fire service funding. Something must be done to reverse these harrowing statewide trends. 
 Thankfully, there is a nonprofit organization that is working to overturn what has become a dangerous pattern. 
The Minnesota Firefighter Initiative (MnFIRE) launched in 2017 as an innovative and inclusive approach to unify and spark 
conversations among firefighters, their families, their communities, and state policymakers regarding firefighter health. 
 One of the key ways local fire leaders can respond to this health crisis is by getting their fire departments signed up for one 
of MnFIRE’s Awareness trainings, which are free to firefighters across the state through June 2021. These trainings are taught 
by firefighters and other health experts. They provide firefighters with actionable tips on how to protect themselves from the 
three problems most commonly experienced by those in the fire service. 
 In addition to education, MnFIRE is championing the Hometown Heroes Assistance Program bill in the Minnesota Legislature. 
Sponsored by Sen. Jeff Howe, Republican-Rockville, in the Senate (SF 621) and Rep. Cheryl Youakim, Democrat-Hopkins, in 
the House (HF 377), the bill promises to improve access to care for firefighters in need of treatment by establishing a much-
needed statewide $7.2 million appropriation of funds to help firefighters who are facing cardiac, emotional trauma and cancer 
issues — and to prevent the diseases from plaguing future firefighters. 
 The bill establishes one-time lump sum critical care grants for all Minnesota firefighters diagnosed with cancer or cardiac is-
sues, guaranteeing $30,000 per diagnosis. It also creates an Employee Assistance Program for all Minnesota firefighters facing 
emotional trauma issues unique to their occupation. 
 Jen Frantz, widow of Rice Lake Fire Chief Matt Frantz, in a recent conversation with legislators, said, “My experience losing 
my husband showed me firsthand just how much legislation like the Hometown Heroes Assistance Program is needed for Min-
nesota’s firefighters. I don’t want anyone to have to experience what I have, and that’s why I urge legislators to pass this bill 
swiftly in 2021. I believe that if he were still here, it would have been one of his top priorities to make sure his fellow firefight-
ers were staying healthy, not only in body, but in mind. And I know he would want to make sure that, for themselves and for 
their families and fellow firefighters, they had all the support they could get." 
 We can all do our part to help support the men and women who protect us and our communities every day. Ask your legis-
lator to support the Hometown Heroes Assistance Program. 
 
Below is contact information for our Rice Lake State Representatives.  
House Representative Mary Murphy (DFL) District:03B 
rep.mary.murphy@house.mn  
Senate Representative Thomas Bakk (Independent) District: 03 
https://www.gis.leg.mn/iMaps/districts/  
 

Thank you for helping to support our Hometown Heroes here in Rice Lake.  
Fire Chief Mark Niemi 
Submitted with permission from Retired Fire Chief Kevin Schroeder of Cloquet Area Fire District. 
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2021 Rice Lake City Hall/Pavilion Rental  
 

City Hall 
Max Capacity—100 

 
Daytime or Evening Rentals: 

4 hours or less: $55 rental + $155 deposit 
All day: $105 rental + $155 deposit 

 
Funeral: 

4 hours: $25 rental + $155 deposit 
 

Wedding Receptions/Dances: 
4 hours or less: $155 rental  +  $155 deposit 

All day: $305 rental +  $155 deposit 
 
 

City Hall Office/Meeting Space 
Capacity –5 

2 hrs. or less: $25 rental; $10 hr. ea. Additional + $155 deposit 
All day: $50 rental + $155 deposit 

 
  

City Park Pavilion 
All day: $25.00 rental + $25.00 deposit 

 
All rentals require a certificate of homeowners/rental  

insurance and must be presented prior to the rental or  

We Want to Hear From 
You! 

 
We encourage all community 
organizations, businesses, and 
residents to submit articles for 
the next issue of the newsletter! 

Articles could be an introduction 
of your business or organization; 
a community calendar of upcom-
ing events; residents sharing your 
accomplishments, announce-
ments, pictures, etc.; or a plat-
form to voice your concerns or 
opinions.  
 
To submit an advertisement, arti-
cle, announcement, etc. for the 
next issue, please send an email 
to robin@ricelakecitymn.com or 
call 249-0917. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dale’s Outdoor Chronicle 
 

  Most of us remember the wonderful fall we had in 2020. I was blessed to have spent 
some time on the water during that incredibly nice weather.  The Canadian border has 
been closed for over a year due to the pandemic.  Sadly, this closure does not allow us 
or any Americans that own property in Canada to cross the border to get to our cot-
tages. Fortunately, we have many good fishing lakes around Duluth and in the northern 
part of our state.  I’ve always enjoyed pursuing fish in unfamiliar waters. We had many 
enjoyable excursions during this past summer and fall.  
  Last October, my wife, Kathy and l had an astounding day of fishing on Island Lake flow-
age (8280 sq. ml). On that unseasonably warm day, the calm winds allowed the clear blue 
sky and the full fall colored trees to reflect off the sparkling water.  “It was truly mes-
merizing”.  
  LET’S LAUNCH THE BOAT. The well-kept Minnesota Power’s concrete boat landing 
make it a breeze to launch my 17.3 Triton aluminum boat. Once launched, we headed to 
a waypoint in the east basin that one of my fishing buddies calls the trestle. This sub-
merged formation protrudes 4 ft off the bottom in 20 ft of water with varying depths 
around it, from 27 ft to the north and over 50 ft to the east. I’m not exactly sure what 

this mass is but if you snag it with your lure, it usually comes free. My Minn-Kota electric trolling motor works perfectly for 
moving along slowly enough so our 1/4-ounce –jig (white or chartreuse tipped with one of Chalstrom’s chub minnows) stays 
close to the bottom. This a perfect presentation for Kathy as she is customarily reading a book and for some reason the fish 
find her bait more often than mine. That’s a good thing, as anyone who has ever fished in my boat knows I want everyone to 
have some luck.  Elderly or young, people like to catch fish and probably have made some fond memories while fishing.  
   We landed a mixed bag of good eater size crappies, smaller walleye and we also netted several channel catfish.  It didn’t 
take long before we had enough fish for a decent fish fry. While trolling in the area of our marker buoy, we could hear 
splashing on the surface just east of us. I didn’t pay much attention at first. After hearing it for an extended period of time, I 
moved the boat in the area of the splashing.  The locator showed a plethora of fish activity.   It was an unusual sight! It 
appeared as though a school of baitfish was suspended just below the surface and much larger fish were coming off the bot-
tom, obviously feeding on them and occasionally forcing some to the surface. Amazingly, all this was occurring in 50 ft of wa-
ter. My first thought was, “I wonder if we could get one to bite?”  As I was dropping my jig down in the water below the 
boat my locator showed a large red mark coming towards it.    BAM fish on! WHAT A FIGHT!  It took twenty-minutes to 
bring that 15-pound channel catfish to net.  After weighing and a few pics we released that bad boy or girl. It was a VERY ex-
citing experience for both of us. 
  Summer is on the way and hopefully very soon this covid-19 will be behind us. Like my pastor friend Tim said, “We need to 
start doing normal things so we can get back to normal.” Stay safe everyone! 
   I hope you get a chance to try our local lakes this summer. There’s lots of good fishing right in our back yard. I’m pretty 
sure Kathy had fun. I really enjoyed fishing regionally and God willing we will be blessed with many exceptional excursions 
again real soon.   
 
Keep your hooks sharp.  See you on the water. 
Dale Kilby                   

 

         Article sponsored by: 
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We Are Only As Prepared As We Are Today 
A Message on Personal Natural Disaster Planning and Preparedness 

 
 
 

 

  Many of us have watched old Hollywood Western movies where homesteaders or damsels in distress faced imminent danger from villains. When all but 
the faintest flicker of hope remained, a bugle brightly sounded in the distance and the sound of horse hooves thundered across the plain. Mounted soldiers 
with ensigns waving, lever action Winchesters reporting, sabers gleaming in the Sun; the U.S. Calvary had arrived! In a matter of minutes, they dispatched 
the danger and all was well in the West. 
 
  Unfortunately, when disaster presents itself, we cannot look to Hollywood heroes on horseback for aid. In the aftermath of a natural disaster, we must to 
look to and depend on the provisions and advance planning each has made for themselves and family. Emergency preparedness as a governmental focus has 
increased over the decades and St. Louis County and FEMA have devoted resources to education, planning and response. While the County has resources 
to address natural disasters, these may take time to deploy, and a widespread utility outage may compound delays.  
 
  Mayor Werner and I attended a presentation in 2019 in which the St. Louis County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan was discussed. For me, it brought to 
mind how important it is to have a well-defined County disaster mitigation plan, but also a personal plan. Each person, each family will approach disaster 
planning differently according to their specific wants and needs.  For now, let’s focus on some areas concerning personal natural disaster planning and pre-
paredness, areas that may cause us to ask ourselves where we may require some reinforcement or investment if we wish to become more prepared.  
  
 Shelter – Everyone requires protection from the elements, a place to rest and a base from which to operate and recover. If one’s primary residence is 
damaged and uninhabitable what are the other shelter options available to you? 
 Water – At the minimum, we need approximately one gallon per person day for drinking. Each of us needs extra potable water for cooking and cleaning. 
An easy and relatively inexpensive way to begin preparing for this is to pick up several gallons of bottled water and a case of personal-sized bottled drinking 
water when doing one’s shopping.  
 Food – Preparedness food storage is an industry in the U.S. and there are several reputable companies that sell emergency food stores. Some of these kits 
have shelf lives of many years using modern packing technology.  For those who wish to shop and prepare locally, at least one week of non-perishable food 
for your family. It is important to remember that in times of stress one’s body will benefit from quality nutrition and perhaps require additional calories. 
Note: consider the resources you may need for any pets or livestock as well.  
 Security – Founding Father James Madison once said, “If men were angels, no government would be necessary.” Nor would security be necessary. In 
times of crisis the overwhelming majority of Rice Lakers will contribute to the good, but there may be others who do not. An effective security plan is 
perhaps best understood as layers with the most secure area being the last layer. Bad actors will need to transgress each layer; perhaps fencing, dog, securi-
ty cameras, alarms, high security locks, doors and windows etc. 
 Barter – Retailers may be severely damaged, closed, inaccessible or supply chains broken. What to do then? Many Rice Lakers will freely give needed 
items to help others, but what if situations change? Perhaps you run out of fuel during a prolonged event, what do you have for trade with a neighbor? If 
you have no currency you may need trade items. Think about what you may want or need to barter if the crisis lasts longer than estimated and needed 
resources are at a premium. 
 Energy – Think about what you may need for electricity and power. Perhaps you are comfortable without electricity for a few days then again maybe you 
are at the other end of that spectrum. Both require some thought on how to power the basics like mobile phones and batteries for lanterns. Think about 
how you would heat a meal or water for washing. Maybe all you require is a small solar recharging station or perhaps a generator to power several items at 
once. A portable camp stove is helpful for heating water or a meal and takes no electricity.  
 Medicine – Being trained in basic First Aid is a benefit to yourself, your family and community. Training is available in our community and is well worth the 
investment. Additionally, having a well provisioned basic 1st Aid Kit with any desired over-the-counter medications and an adequate supply of any personal 
physician prescribed medication should also be a part of your plan. 
 Community – Community is how we come together to support one another to endure and overcome natural disasters. How is community built? By 
getting to know each other, being supportive, encouraging and sharing our expertise. The Rice Lake Residence Facebook page is filled with postings of citi-
zens helping one another and creates a larger community and connections.  
There are many options out there and a great deal of information exists concerning personal natural disaster planning and preparedness. Remember to 
focus on choices that are best and affordable for you and yours. The time to assess the state of preparedness is well before we find ourselves in a stressful 
situation. I encourage you to start considering it today. Set a budget, think about your skills, and what you are most comfortable with doing. It has been a 
while since I cooked over an open fire and plan to do this for my kids this Spring and Summer. It will be fun and teach them a new skill. 

Rice Lakers are resilient, resourceful and no strangers to adversity. Amid a natural disaster, if there is a modern manifestation of the U.S. Calvary – it’s you!  

The web addresses below are listed to help Rice Lake citizens explore preparedness information to become familiar with the many resources available to 
us concerning disaster planning. 

h ps://www.stlouiscountymn.gov/departments‐a‐z/sheriff/emergency/emergency‐management 
h ps://www.ready.gov/ 
h ps://www.redcross.org/local/minnesota/take‐a‐class/first‐aid‐duluth‐mn 

By John Hegstrom 
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“Rice Lake, Minnesota  
Celebrating 150 Years” Book 

 
$25.00 

Books are available at City Hall! 
All PROFITS go towards  

enhancements to our  
Rice Lake City Park for  

family enjoyment. 
 

Cash, check, debit or credit cards 
accepted for this purchase.  

Note: There is a 3% service fee  if  
paying by credit or debit card. 
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