
   

 

  Rice Lake News    July 2021

 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

John Werner / Mayor 
Bob Quade / Councilor 

Suzanne Herstad / Councilor 
Jayme Heim / Councilor 

John Hegstrom / Councilor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 

See Summer Hours 
 

CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
Toni Blomdahl 

249-0733 
tblomdahl@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
DEPUTY TREASURER 

Carley Hungerford 
249-0947 

carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

DEPUTY CLERK 
Robin Murphy 

249-0917 
robin@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
DEPUTY CLERK 

Kathy Lafave 
249-0623 

office@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

UTILITIES  
John Hegstrom 

249-0818 
johnh@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
Justin Schendel  

justin@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

Robin Murphy 
218-249-0917 

robin@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

ROADS 
Justin Aleshire 
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Teresa Koivula 
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BUILDING ADMINISTRATOR 

Carley Hungerford 
249-0947 
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City Hall Summer Hours 

 
Effective June 7—September 3, 2021 

 
City Hall Open Hours are: 

Monday - Thursday: 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
Friday: 7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

 
For your convenience, if your visit to City Hall requires a 

specific staff member to be available,  
please call ahead to schedule an appointment. 

 
Recycle shed hours have not changed. 
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Mayor’s Corner 
John Werner, Mayor of Rice Lake  

6/13/2021                          
 
 
Summer is here and I trust you are all taking time to enjoy it. Rummage Sales are 
everywhere. Be safe parking and crossing the roads as you attend these.  
 
Congratulations to all the Graduates! Enjoy the time as you look forward to your 
future.  
 
Finally, drive carefully, watch for all the kids on their bikes and pass carefully for both 
the kids and people out walking. 
 
City Hall is open to all with no restrictions. As individuals, do what you feel comfortable with as you are out and 
about. This COVID 19 Pandemic has been hard on all of us, with varying degrees of hardship. Also, please 
remember those who we have lost. 
 
It is the City’s hope to have our Neighborhood Night Out this August. Remember it will be the 1st Tuesday of 
August. Because of the pandemic, we were not able to celebrate Rice Lake’s 150th birthday last year, but we plan 
on having a little birthday celebration along with the August get together. We were able to publish a historical 
book which is for sale and we hung a large tapestry celebrating our history in City Hall. We also have a smaller 
one available for ordering, if you so desire. Stay tuned for more information on the Neighborhood Night Out as 
the summer progresses. 
 
I continue to get all kinds of questions about BoomTown and when they will open. They are getting closer to 
doing just that. The last couple of weeks they have had hiring fairs and now they have progressed to training their 
staff. By the time you read this, its their intent to be open. I’m being told that it will be a slow opening, in that it 
will be by reservation only for the months of June. The City welcomes them, as it has been a struggle these past 2 
years, just as it has been for all of our businesses. Please patronize all of our local businesses as we all get back to 
a sense of normal. 
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  A Back to Basics Storage  

  4955 Rice Lake Road 

  City of Rice Lake  
 
 
 
Outdoor storage available for your RV (all self contained  
vehicles must be running) boat, pontoon, etc.  
 
Small temporary (only until September 30), climate con-
trolled storage units now available.   
Great for those staging a home for sale or students waiting 
to move into an apartment or  dorms this fall. 
 
Security cameras, easy access and a trusted name in your 
community since 2007. 
 
Credit checks are done on long term storage contracts. 
 
Call us at 218-525-1586 from 8AM to 5PM Monday 

through Saturday.  Not open on Sundays. 

 

We look forward to serving you.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule Your Water Meter  
Replacement Today!   

 
Water and Sewer Customers,  
If you haven’t had your water meter replaced 
with our new cellular meters equipped with daily  
monitoring capabilities, give us a call or send an 
email and we will get you scheduled.   
 
Call Robin at 218-249-0917 or email  
robin@ricelakecitymn.com.  This replacement is 
of no cost to you, but could save you money. 
 
Several consumers already commented on how  
they like the new meter and being able to moni-
tor their usage and receive alerts through the 
consumer portal.   
 
One resident spoke of being alerted to a poten-
tial leak they were able to find and fix right away 
saving them from a costly water bill.   
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Utility Report 
John Hegstrom, Utility Supervisor 

 
The City of Rice Lake continues to focus on maintaining, improving, and in some areas, expanding its utility infra-
structure. A principle area of attention has been the Rice Lake Road Corridor, north of Martin Road, in which the 
proposed goal has been to extend sanitary sewer and municipal water service approximately 3,500 ft. within the 
Right-of-Way (ROW). In summary, water would be installed on the West side of Rice Lake Road while sanitary sew-
er would be installed on the East side of Rice Lake Road. 
Adding sewer and water service on Rice Lake Road will encourage and assist commercial development within the 
Rice Lake Road Commercial Corridor as well as provide existing residences with the option of connecting to munic-
ipal water service. 
 
At the June 2021 Utility Commission Meeting, an informational presentation took place in which residents, interest-
ed individuals and organizations could comment and ask questions about the existing plan, engineering, timeline, and 
commercial and residential fees. The City of Rice Lake is committed to ensuring that partial or all estimated residen-
tial and commercial fee structures would be supplemented with aid to reduce the impact to those affected. 
 
The proposed timeline for the completion of the water main extension (Phase One) is 10/31/2021.  The proposed 
timeline for completion for the sanitary sewer extension (Phase Two) is 8/1/2023. The City of Rice Lake will keep 
residents informed as we progress through the project and we can address questions and concerns at any time. 
 
As I acclimate to the role of Utility Supervisor, reducing groundwater Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) to the sewer sys-
tem is still a priority.  The City of Rice Lake has been diligent in addressing I&I and thus reducing WLSSD fees. In 
their most recent review, WLSSD scored Rice Lake as compliant with its I&I reduction program, having improved its 
score in 2021 from the 2019-2020 score. We will continue to move forward with efforts to reduce I&I in the year 
ahead. 

Road Report 
John Werner, Roads Supervisor 

 
Local roads are holding up well, but because of the heat and lack of rain, dust is a problem. 
 
Chloride will be applied to all gravel roads starting the week after the 4th of July. The City does one application, 
which lasts about eight to nine weeks. Once it’s applied, we don’t grade because if we do, the chloride is gone and 
the dust comes back. To make the chloride last, we ask everyone to slow down to help get the most out of the 
gravel base. Road surface ripples and pot holes appear with speed, thus we don’t get the time out of the chloride we 
had hoped to. 
 
1st Ave. S. work is progressing with the curbing in place and landscaping done. Blacktop should be completed by the 
time this article is printed. This project was undertaken because of safety. The excessive speed being driven and the 
limited sight lines have caused numerous close calls for the local residents that live along this road who walk and 
drive this area. 
 
Gothenburg Rd. work is also moving ahead, with drainage and road corrections being accomplished. With the lim-
ited road funds available this year, there will be more work next year to finish the total project. 
 
3rd Ave. S. had the north 600 ft. lifted, and will have 3” blacktop placed on it in a couple of weeks. This completes 
this road project. This project was a 3 year project undertaken because of constant spring flooding and the replace-
ment of the entire sewer system on this road. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Internet Update 
Suzanne Herstad, City Councilor 

 

Rice Lake continues to seek ways to bring fast, affordable, and reliable internet 
to our citizens. Our city has completed citizen surveys, engineering studies and 
are currently seeking funding partners. This is a costly project and we don’t want 
to leave any stone unturned. 
 
You may have heard of money from the American Recovery Plan (ARP) granted to Rice Lake and  
St. Louis County that can be used towards internet deployment. Your City Council feels that broadband 
is important to our citizens and is willing to put most of this money towards internet.  
 
A few weeks ago, I did a presentation to the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners on all the steps 
that Rice Lake has done to become “Broadband Ready”. The Board was impressed at all our work. I 
would say that the success of what we have done is because the citizens have spoken up about their  
internet needs. We need to keep that momentum going.  We received word from the county that they 
were putting some of their ARP money towards internet as well. The county is preparing a grant process 
that each municipality can apply for. I have been working with Commissioner Musolf as well.  
Commissioner Musolf understands how important fast, affordable, and reliable internet is to our citizens. 
He has been key in carrying our voice and pushing for a higher grant award.  Even with the ARP money 
dedicated by the city and county there is a shortfall. We are trying our best to minimize the direct  
financial impact on the city and taxpayer by seeking out other pockets of grants. This will take some time. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rice Lake has also been in discussions with Gnesen and Lakewood Townships. By forming this partner-
ship, it increases the number of households in our project area making us more attractive to an Internet 
Service Provider (ISP). These discussions also help to plan smart buildouts.  
 
I have heard that Century Link is building out in different parts of the city. It sounds like Century Link may 

be fulfilling a requirement for receiving money awarded by the FCC some years ago. 
Some of you may have benefited from this buildout and are a little better off than what 
you used to be. That’s great! This solution is a middle step. We will keep pushing for the 
end game -which is fiber to the home (FttH). I am curious to hear about any new connec-

tions as a result of Century Link. Any resident that would like to write me (good or bad) and tell me your 
internet story I would love to hear from you. Please email me at suzanneh@ricelakecitymn.com. 
 
On August 3rd, Rice Lake has their Neighborhood Night Out at our city park. This will be Rice Lake’s 150 
year birthday party! Your councilors will be serving up root beer floats. I plan on setting up an internet 
booth. Please stop by and ask questions and show your support for this project.  
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Getting a new furnace? Building a new deck? Replacing windows or doors? Remodeling? 
 

Don’t forget your building permit! 
 

Applications are available on our website or at City Hall. Please contact Carley at 218-249-0947 
or carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com with any building permit questions. 

(Failure to obtain a required building permit may result in fines.) 

JOHN GOMAN RETIRES FROM CITY OF RICE LAKE 
 
 
John Goman announced his retirement from the City of Rice Lake as the Utility  
Supervisor effective May 31, 2021.  John started his service to the City (Town) as a 
Supervisor on the Town Board and helped fill several vacancies left by Members who 
retired or took a leave of absence. John was elected in 2015 as one of the first City 
Councilors for the newly incorporated City of Rice Lake. In January of 2019, John 
excepted the position of part time Utility Supervisor. 
 
John was instrumental in the shaping of the Town and now the City as we know it 
today.  He was involved in the construction of the South Fire Hall, the Public Works 
Building, and the Water Tower. The residents of the City of Rice Lake would like to 
thank John for his years of service and dedication.  His smiling face will be missed 
around City Hall as well. 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Well Maintained Forest, Is a Healthy Forest 

 
I have fond memories of walking in the forest as a young girl with my parents & brother 
either headed toward one of their favorite trout fishing holes or hunting for Partridge.  
The forest had unique differences from springtime, summer and then fall.  I especially 
loved the cracking of twigs and leaves underfoot as we walked along (hard to be quiet un-
der those conditions). 
  Once a city resident and now living in Normanna township, I wouldn’t want to go back 
to city living if at all possible.  I love to hear the birds and other wildlife and see the diversity of the forests all around, but 
since becoming an elected official for our district, I realize my responsibility is to maintain a healthy forest to the best of my 
ability and one I hope you will consider. 
  Surrounding townships have been ravaged by Spruce Bud Worm which attacks Balsam not Spruce and we have a large poten-
tial fire danger by not removing skeletons of once beautiful trees.  Several sites that I drive by weekly still have large blow 
down destruction from 2016.   
  I took my Granddaughters to the Moose Lake Museum a short time ago to learn more about the 1918 fire that roared over 
land even into Normanna, Duluth, Rice Lake, and other townships in this area.  We could possibly be facing a disaster similar 
in nature to 1918 but with some action now, avert the problem. 
  National Resources Conservation Service (218)720-5209 ext 3 is a resource to contact for information to get help.  Owner 
must have at least 10 or maybe 20 acres of land but can possibly work with an adjacent land owner to come up with a plan.   
  Some Volunteer Fire Departments have been schooled in the Firewise Program so contact your department.  Remove all 
conifer plantings such as trees and shrubs from around your home (they are fuel for fire).  
 
Low cost trees and shrubs (great wildlife additions) are available in Spring 2022 from So. St Louis County 
www.southstlouisswcd.org.  Early contact will assure you a better selection and availability. 
 
I will be at the So. St. Louis County Fair in Proctor with our booth from July 28 - August 1, 2021.  
Stop by and pick up literature if I am not there or stop in to say hello.  We usually have a, “Guess What Tree I Am” and if you 
win, we will have a shrub or tree packet for you in 2022. 
 
Enjoy this beautiful summer we are having and take time to shape up your forest. 
 
Article submitted by Marcia S. 

 
Our Website is Getting a Facelift! 

 
 We expect to launch our new website in early to mid-July.  The web address will remain the same 
(www.ricelakecitymn.com) and you will still have access to the same information and forms as on the current site plus much 
more.   
 This is a work in progress and some pages will not be completed at the time of launch so we appreciate your  
patience as we get this functioning to better serve you!    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Flutter ‘n’ Buzz 
 

After a somewhat disruptive start and a disruptive year, summer has arrived at Flutter ‘n’ Buzz. 
Many of the perennial plants that we were able to get in the ground late last summer are reappearing and getting ready to welcome our 
pollinator friends. The goal of the garden is to provide food for both adult and larval forms of butterflies, pollen and nectar for bees, but-
terflies and birds like hummingbirds as well as be a point of visual enjoyment and to help educate others about pollinators and the plants 
that support them. 
 Continuous bloom throughout the growing season helps ensure pollinators have food when they need it. This allows them to conserve 
energy by not having to travel long distances when blooms are scarce. The majority of non-migratory pollinators forage within 2000 ft. of 
their “home”. While many who garden for pollinators are “purists” and use only native plants, this is not necessary. Our plant selections 
are a mix of both native and non-native plants. You can even have plants that have no value for pollinators so long as other plants you pro-
vide fill their needs. 
The value of creating continuous bloom with native plants is that they are the preferred food sources of native pollinators since most polli-
nators have adapted with native plant communities which therefore provide the best support. 
 Most perennial plants in the garden are slow to wake up in the spring. This points to the importance of allowing plants considered weeds, 
like dandelions, violets, selfheal and white clover to exist in our lawns and to encourage native flowering trees like Dogwood, Juneberry, 
Chokecherry, High Bush Cranberry and Chokeberry along the edges or our woods and roadsides.  
 Often these are the only flowers blooming when pollinators emerge from hibernation. Some butterflies overwinter as adults and also seek 
these nectar sources when they awake. So, leave those dandelions alone--you are helping pollinators!! 
 Look around your yard and see which of the plants listed below you may already have growing “wild” and can encourage for the benefit of 
our pollinators. Visit our garden to see some of the choices that we have made. 

Top Ten MN Plants for Native Bumblebees:    Top Ten Shrubs/ Trees for Native Bumblebees: 
 
Virginia Bluebells Mertensia virginica     Wild Currant species Ribes 
Blazingstars Liatris species       Serviceberry Amelanchier spp 
Wild White Indigo Baptisa alba      Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis 
Milkweeds Asclepias species      Dwarf bush honeysuckle Dervilla spps. 
Goldenrods Solidago species      Plums and cherries Prunus species 
Beebalms Monarda species       Willows Salix spp. 
Beardtongues Penstemon species      Spiraea Spiraea spp. 
Red Columbine Aquilegia canadensis     American basswood Tilia americana 

 
Look Out for Wild Parsnip 

 
Wild parsnip is one of the most troublesome of non-native plants found in northeastern Minnesota.  If you 
touch it, you can get a painful rash.  It can also injure light-skinned horses and cattle that contact it or eat hay 
that contains it.  Wild parsnip (Pastinaca sativa) thrives in sunny areas like fields and along roads, trails, railroads, 
pipelines, and powerlines, but can also grow in moderate shade.  It’s become much more abundant in our area 
in recent years. 
The seeds germinate in spring and grow into non-flowering clusters of basal leaves (‘rosettes’) in the first sum-
mer.  Rosette leaves become large and are divided into sharply-toothed leaflets.  A rosette sends down a white 
carrot-shaped taproot.  Once the taproot is big enough in the fall, the plant is ready to send up a flowering 
stem the next spring.  Flowering may happen as early as the rosette’s second summer, or not until one or 
more years later.  The flowering stems are deeply ribbed and can get about as tall as a person.  In June 
and July wide flat umbels of numerous tiny yellow flowers emerge at the top of the stem.  Each flower 
can produce two flat seeds that change from green to tan as they mature at ¼ inch across.  As seeds 
ripen the whole plant begins to die, able to make seeds only once. 
This invader looks a lot like the native plant Golden Alexander, which also grows in the same kinds of 
habitat and has an overlapping flowering season.  If you want to control wild parsnip, you should learn 
to tell these species apart.  You may have heard of cow parsnip, but that is a native plant with white 
flowers. 
Wild parsnip seeds can germinate after lying dormant in soil for up to 3 or 4 years.  Preventing seed 
production at a site until no more rosettes survive can achieve local eradication in about 5 years if new 
seeds don’t arrive from elsewhere.  Mowing an infestation when seeds have already developed can spread the  
seeds to new places. Weed-whacking wild parsnip would spread the dangerous sap around. If you approach wild parsnip to control it, wear 
protective clothing and eyewear.   Don’t touch it! 
To learn more about recognizing and controlling wild parsnip, visit the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s web page.  
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/pestmanagement/weedcontrol/noxiouslist/wildparsnip  
            

Parsnip seeds 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Article submitted by Stephanie H. 

Article submitted by Nellie S. 
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Dales Outdoor Chronicle 
 
  Spending a day fishing with Captain Chuck on the big lake was not only action packed, the weather was just about 
perfect for mid-May. At times, the winds were even a little too calm, an oddity for Lake Superior.  Perhaps because 
Chuck and I are both retired we would NOT be planning an early start. The fish can wait. I’m sure we both had an 
early start or two during our long working careers. Our conversation the night before ended with Chuck saying, 
“See you at my house @ 7:15 – 7:30 am.  All you need is your lunch”.  
  We headed for Superiors Wisconsin’s Loons Foot Landing. After a little boat preparation, we were on our way. 
Chuck’s 150hp motor pushed his 18 ft boat along nicely. It sure didn’t take long to go the 6.2 miles to several way-
points where he had some success on a previous outing.  
  Once Chuck got his 4-horse kicker motor started. Captain said, “If you want to steer the boat, try to keep us  
traveling approximately 2.5 mph and I’ll set up the rods.”   Anglers fishing Wisconsin waters are allowed to use 3 
lines each, so it frequently takes time to get them rigged and in the water.  

  The water temperature that I prefer when trolling for lake trout is around 56 degrees. That day we also fished the mud line (a visible line 
of stained water caused from silt carried into the lake by river currant). Fish often stay on the edge of the mud obscured by the murky wa-
ter, waiting to ambush unsuspecting pray as they swim by.  
  Chuck’s trolling board of choice is the wooden 8”x40”.  They sure worked well holding our three lines on each side of the boat. The rod 
lines were connected to the board lines with Laurvick releases. Spacing them at different distances away and behind the boat.  This usually 
helps eliminate tangles when a fish strikes the lure, and the line pulls free from the release. Bright color lipped stick baits did the job for us 
on this fishing expedition. Our first fish was a king salmon around 3lbs. We eventually added 1 coho and 2 lakers with the larger one meas-
uring 29”.  We took turns reeling in the 4 fish we landed and a couple releases. IT WAS A HOME RUN IN MY BOOK!   
  All good things must come to an end.  I’ve been blessed with countless fishing trips summer and winter. The ride in after a day on the 
water/ice has always been special for me. Not sure exactly why  but maybe it’s the time to run some of that day’s occurrences through my 
mind and just enjoy being in the outdoor elements.        
  After the boat was on the trailer, we took advantage of another amenity of the Loon’s Foot Landing, a nice fish cleaning facility.  Captain 
said, “If you clean the fish, I’ll get the boat ready for the road.”  While on shore we also chatted with some fishermen that were coming and 
going.  It seems we fishermen always have a fish story to share.  Then we were homeward bound.  
  That day on the water, we were fortunate to have nice weather and fish to bring home. Another pleasurable and relaxing day of fishing.  
Anyone that fishes Lake Superior knows there are many techniques, and everyone has their own. While being in Chuck’s boat, it was clear 
that having fun was his TOP priority. Thanks for having me in your boat, Chuck!  
   Living close to Lake Superior is definitely a blessing for us in many ways, the fishing is just a small part. Hopefully, you can give it a try soon 
and it will be as memorable as my trip was.  Stay safe.   See you on the water!        Article sponsored by Chalstrom’s    
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We Want to Hear From You! 
 

We encourage all community organizations, 
businesses, and residents to submit articles 
for the next issue of the newsletter! 
Articles could be an introduction of your 
business or organization; a community cal-
endar of upcoming events; residents shar-
ing your accomplishments, announcements, 
pictures, etc.; or a platform to voice your 
concerns or opinions.  
 
To submit an advertisement, article, an-
nouncement, etc. for the next issue, please 
send an email to robin@ricelakecitymn.com 
or call 249-0917. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To all responsible for the beautiful transformation of the grounds at City Hall.   
 

Thanks to our Landscaping Suppliers: 
Saline Landscaping 
Rice Lake Gardens 

Grussendorf Nursery  
Lilac Hill Greenhouse 

 
Thanks to the following city staff and council for their many  

hours of hard work on this project: 
Roger Werner 

Bob Quade 
John Werner 

Justin Rosencrans 
Justin Schendel 
Justin Aleshire 

Gabby Blomdahl 
 

Thanks to volunteer 
Sarah Taylor  

for donating her time to water the plants and trees as needed. 
 

Each year as the plantings continue to flourish, they will surround City Hall 
with waves of fragrance and a lasting enhancement to the new addition.   



 11 

 

 
 

“Rice Lake, Minnesota 
Celebrating 150 Years” 

Book 
 

$25.00 
 
 
 
 

Books are still available at City Hall!   
All PROFITS go towards enhancements to our  

Rice Lake City Park for family enjoyment. 
 

Cash, check, debit or credit cards accepted  
for this purchase.   

 
Note: There is a 3% service fee if paying  

by credit or debit card. 

Rice Lake City Hall/Pavilion Rental  
 

City Hall 
Max Capacity—100 

 
Daytime or Evening Rentals: 

4 hours or less: $55 rental + $155 deposit 
All day: $105 rental + $155 deposit 

 
Funeral: 

4 hours: $25 rental + $155 deposit 
 

Wedding Receptions/Dances: 
4 hours or less: $155 rental  +  $155 deposit 

All day: $305 rental +  $155 deposit 
 
 

City Hall Office/Meeting Space 
Capacity –5 

2 hrs. or less: $25 rental; $10 hr. ea. Additional + $155 deposit 
All day: $50 rental + $155 deposit 

 
  

City Park Pavilion 
All day: $25.00 rental + $25.00 deposit 

 
All rentals require a certificate of homeowners/rental  

insurance and must be presented prior to the rental or  
deposit will be forfeited.  

 
Alcohol is prohibited on all City grounds. 
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