
   

 

  Rice Lake News October 2021

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 

7:30 AM—4:30 PM 
 
 
 

CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
Toni Blomdahl 

249-0733 
tblomdahl@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
DEPUTY TREASURER / BUILDING ADMIN. 

Carley Hungerford 
249-0947 

carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

DEPUTY CLERK / UTILITIES 
Robin Murphy 

249-0917 
robin@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
DEPUTY CLERK 

Kathy Lafave 
249-0623 

office@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

UTILITIES  
John Hegstrom 

249-0818 
johnh@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
Justin Schendel  

justin@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

ROADS 
Justin Aleshire 

roads@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

Justin Rosencrans 
justinr@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
ZONING DEPARTMENT 

Teresa Koivula 
721-5001  

zoning@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 
Jessica Rahja 

590-8859 
 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
John Werner / Mayor 

Bob Quade / Councilor 
Suzanne Herstad / Councilor 

Jayme Heim / Councilor 
John Hegstrom / Councilor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Rice Lake, Minnesota  

Celebrating 150 Years” Book 
 

$25.00 
 

Looking for a holiday gift idea?  
Books are still available at City Hall. 

 
 

All PROFITS go towards enhancements to our Rice Lake City 
Park for family enjoyment. 

 
Cash, check, debit or credit cards accepted for this purchase.   

Note: There is a 3% service fee if paying by credit or debit card. 

2021 Upcoming City Offices and/or Recycle Shed Closures 
 

 Thurs. Nov. 11—Veteran’s Day (city offices & recycle shed) 
 Thurs. Nov. 25 & Fri. Nov. 26—Thanksgiving (city offices & recycle shed) 
 Fri. Dec. 24—Christmas Eve (city offices) 
 Sat. Dec. 25—Christmas Day (recycle shed) 
 Mon. Dec. 27—Christmas Day (observed) - (city offices) 
 Fri. Dec. 31—New Years Day (observed) - (city offices) 
 Sat. Jan. 1—New Years Day (recycle shed) 
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Mayor’s Corner 
John Werner, Mayor   

 
It’s been a hot dry summer to date, but hopefully the rains will return with their normal 
frequency. All of our creeks are dry and the normal pond levels are down. 
 
Our annual neighborhood night out on August 3rd was a great success. With estimates 
of over 300 people coming through. It was great to see everyone enjoying the event 
with tractor rides provided by Jerry Alander, a bounce house for the younger crowd, 
hamburgers and hot dogs served by the Fire Department, and face painting, to mention 
a few of the activities. Also, City Council and Staff handed out Root Beer Floats to all 
that lined up. Special this year, we celebrated Rice Lake’s Birthday! Last year Rice Lake’s 
celebration of 150 years had to be canceled, so we did a belated celebration marking 
our 151 years as a Township and City, known to all as RICE LAKE. 
 
In conjunction with the celebration, we published a history book that is available at City Hall for $25.00. It’s the very 
first time a historical book of Rice Lake was written and published. I trust you will enjoy it and find it informative. 
We continue to gather historical artifacts and narratives, so if you know or have anything that is from our past, 
please let the staff at City Hall know. 
 
Work has started on the water main up Rice Lake Rd. from Martin Rd., with a completion date of November 1, 
2021. The sewer system on the East side of Rice Lake Rd. was not funded by the Minnesota Legislature during the 
last bonding session, so we submitted again in the next session this winter for funding. 
 
Boomtown is finally open and looks to be doing very well.  
 
The Assisted Living Facility on Martin Rd. is finally starting, The groundwork is happening as this article is being 
written with construction to be completed in late spring 2022. We are told it will be a complete continuum of care 
facility. 
 
We are also exploring improvements to our recreational environment. Park improvements for both young and old. 
Walking trails to include environmental education and watershed protection improvements.  These all take time and 
coordination/cooperation with state agencies, our legislators, local government, and local land owners. At present, 
we are in the initial exploration of a concept, possible funding sources, and cooperative joint agreements of one of 
these improvements. This has great promise for Rice Lake’s future, but this initiative will take time and patience. It 
will take a couple of years of hard work to establish a solid base for this, but we are excited about what it promises 
for the Citizens of Rice Lake. 
 
In closing, stay safe, slow down, prepare for winter, but enjoy the fall. Personally, my favorite time of the year, here 
in Northern Minnesota. 
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Inflow and Infiltration (I&I), Building on Success 
John Hegstrom, Utility Supervisor 

 
Inflow and Infiltration and why it is important to the City of Rice Lake is a topic that is frequently discussed at 
City Hall and Public Works. For those who are less familiar with the conversation surrounding Inflow and Infiltra-
tion it is important first to define each. 
Inflow is surface water (stormwater) that enters the wastewater system from yards, roofs, improperly connected 
footing drains, improperly sealed manhole covers, uncapped commercial or residential plumbing clean-outs or 
sump pumps. Inflow may be, and often is greatly affected by severe weather events. Excessive rainfall, snow melt 
and active water springs may contribute to excessive inflow. 
Infiltration is groundwater that infiltrates sub-surface private or municipal drainage infrastructure that is connect-
ed to a water treatment plant, locally that means the Western Lake Superior Sanitary District’s (WLSSD) Treat-
ment Works. Some examples of how water infiltrates the system and ultimately arrives at theTreatment Works 
are: damaged sanitary or storm sewer pipes, deteriorated maintenance holes, and damaged sewer laterals or lat-
eral connections. Whether through holes, breaks, joint failures, connection failures or other sub-surface open-
ings, it is all water infiltration that enters the WLSSD Treatment Works unnecessarily and needs to be treated. 
Because the WLSSD Treatment Works must monitor the plant’s capacity to ensure efficient water treatment, 
they have been granted authority to regulate and enforce a series of ordinances and agreements concerning I&I. 
This brings us to the importance of why the City of Rice Lake is dedicated to reducing I&I; first it’s the right thing 
to do for our city and our neighbors. There is an overall health and safety benefit by complying with WLSSD’s 
Capacity Allocation System Ordinance. The second reason is that we reduce fines to Rice Lake that come with 
non-compliance. 
At Rice Lake Public Works, we have a program to televise approximately 25 sewer laterals annually to look for 
damaged piping, leaking lateral connections and educate residents concerning I&I. We also actively inspect man-
hole covers, maintenance holes and other areas within the city’s sewer infrastructure where I&I could occur and 
then act to make repairs or install replacement components. As we move forward into 2022, we will continue to 
build on the success of this program. We would also like to thank those who help reduce the impact of excess 
I&I in Rice Lake. 

Fall Road Report 
John Werner, Roads Supervisor 

 
City Public Works crews are busy resetting culverts and improving drainage around the City. Grading of all City 
gravel roads started the beginning of September, and will continue as needed until freeze up. 
We are busy cutting brush back along our roads as it continues to grow out into travel areas seeking the sun. We 
also experienced some high wind events which resulted in a few scattered trees coming down on our roads. 
Roadside mowing is just about done, with only a few roads still to do in the southeast part of the City. This should 
be completed next week. 
Finally, speed has been a growing problem everywhere. This isn’t just a Rice Lake issue. Our gravel roads have taken 
a beating following the application of chloride back in July. The County roads have also seen an increase in speed, 
Rice Lake Rd., Martin Rd., W. Calvary Rd., to mention a few. I know of 3 speeding tickets issued on Rice Lake Rd. to 
drivers who were going 90, 92, and last week, 93 MPH. 
Please slow down, encourage the younger drivers and your visitors to slow down. Obey traffic signs. I personally 
witnessed numerous instances of not stopping for stop signs. They are there for a reason. On one occasion, at the 
intersection of Willard and Rutter roads, I stopped, looked, and saw a car approaching the stop sign. I started into 
the intersection, but stopped because the  approaching car was not going to stop. This young man slammed on his 
brakes and slid to a stop when he saw me in the intersection. As I passed by him he slid down behind his steering 
wheel. 
Stay safe and encourage those around you to do the same. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 4 

 

Fire Department Message 
Mark Niemi, Fire Chief 

 
A busy end to the summer greeted Rice Lake Fire Department with a mutual aid request from the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office for structural protection support on the largest wildfire seen in recent years in Minnesota. Fire 
Department resources were requested to respond to the Greenwood Fire, located due west of Isabella near the 
intersection of Highway 2 and Highway 1 in Lake County, on August 16th.  
Without hesitation Rice Lake firefighters answered this call for help and looked forward to helping our mutual 
aid partners with this wildfire. As this fire continued to evolve so did the request for mutual aid assets.  
What went from a 800 acre fire the first day, quickly turned into a very large, very quick moving wildfire with the 
extreme drought and very windy conditions helping to fuel the flames. With the fire continuing to grow, Rice 
Lake assets were requested to support the operations for the next 11 days with 16-hour overnight shifts. We 
joined regional assets from all over northeastern Minnesota tasked with the responsibility to protect as many 
structures as we could while the fire moved closer and closer to the McDougal lake area.  
Some of the jobs that Rice Lake personnel were given included setting up water supply sites, operating portable 
pumps set up in nearby lakes, creating sprinkler suppression systems around structures, and then suppressing fire 
as it encroached on existing structures.  
In total, 18 members answered the deployment request (many of these members taking vacation or unpaid time 
from work to deploy), 803 personnel hours were worked, over $54,000 billed in support of this response 
(money earned will go to support the fire department budget and personnel costs).  All in all, the response to 
the Greenwood Fire was a great total team effort, and I am very proud of the department answering the call for 
service.  
Following are some tips on decreasing your chances of destruction from wildfire.  Enjoy your fall and stay safe.  
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Home Hardening 
 

“Research around home destruction vs. home survival in wildfires point to embers and small flames, not the wall 
of fire as the main way that the majority of homes ignite in wildfires. Embers are burning pieces of airborne 
wood and/or vegetation that can be carried more than a mile through the wind and can cause spot fires and ig-
nite homes, debris and other objects.” National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
There are construction material choices and actions homeowners can take to help their homes better withstand 
ember attacks and minimize the likelihood of flames or surface fire touching the home or any attachments. 
Choosing fire resistant building materials and construction methods is referred to as Home Hardening.  
 

Things to consider when building or retrofitting a home for wildfire resiliency 
 

 Roofing material – Class A is the most fire-resistant and should be the choice of anyone living in wildfire-
prone areas. Common Class A roof coverings include asphalt fiberglass composition shingles, metal, con-
crete or clay tiles.  

 Roof openings – Plug openings in roof coverings, such as the open ends of metal roofs, with non-
combustible materials. 

 Skylights – Replace plastic skylights with ones constructed of double pane glass. One of the panes should 
be tempered glass. 

 Chimneys - Install an approved spark arrester. 
 Windows – Replace single-pane, non-tempered glass windows with multiple-pane, tempered glass.  
 Soffits and gable vents- Metal is the best material. Cover attic, eave and foundation vents with 1/8 “ metal 

wire mesh or install new vent types designed to prevent ember entry. If wildfire is threatening, and time 
allows, consider covering vent opens with pre-cut plywood, wrapped with several layers of aluminum foil 
that is stapled down to the wood.  

 Rain Gutters – Gutters should be free of plant debris, like pine needles.  Metal covers to reduce mainte-
nance might help, but need to be cleared of debris, as well.   

 Decking material – Replace deck boards that are less than one inch thick or that are in poor condition 
with thicker, good condition boards. Use metal flashing between the deck and the house.  Use 1/8 “ 
metal wire mesh to enclose area under deck.  If deck boards have a wider than 1/8” gap use the same 
wire mesh under deck boards.  

 Siding material – Fill gaps in siding and trim with a good quality caulk and replace poor condition build-
ing materials. If building new or residing, consider using whole log, fiber cement board, stucco, metal, 
brick or stone siding. 

 Foundation material – Make sure 18” from the ground is fire resistant material like stone, stucco, 
brick or concrete, or ICF block.   

 Eaves - Cover open eaves with sheathing, such as plywood or fiber-cement board. Use tongue and 
groove joints or other intricate joint types and do not use butt joints.  

 Flowerbeds - Replace wood mulch with noncombustible types of mulch, like rocks.  Remove plant de-
bris, including dried grass and flowers, dead leaves and dead branches from flowerbeds next to the 
house, other buildings, propane tanks and next to wooden fences. Replace ornamental needle bearing 
shrubs with low-growing deciduous shrubs or flowers that are native and non- flammable.  

 Fences - Metal is best. If you have a wooden fence make sure it is in good condition and create a non-
combustible fence section or grate next to the house for at least 5 feet.  

 
Helpful website: https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-ready/hardening-your-home/ 
 

Submitted by Mark Niemi 
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Internet Update For Rice Lake 
Suzanne Herstad, City Councilor 

 

 
 
 

We have submitted for our first grant!!! 
   
Much has happened since my last update. First-of-all, I would like to thank our citizens that stopped by our in-
ternet booth (manned by Tom Lohman from our Citizen for Broadband group and Toni Blomdahl, City Clerk) 
at our Neighborhood Night Out. We had 3 winners for a “City of Rice Lake Fiber-to-the-Home”  
t-shirt.  Congratulations to Carol Ruse, Nancy Grew, and Tom Hanna!  
Rice Lake has had ongoing discussions with a company called Consolidated Telephone Company (CTC) out of 
Brainard, MN. CTC is known for their efforts to deliver broadband in rural areas.  
Earlier this summer CTC informed us that they were applying for a federal grant on behalf of the City of Rice 
Lake and Gnesen, Lakewood, Normanna, Canosia Townships. They explained the project area to include parts 
of these municipalities for a total of about 2,115 homes. The project is approximately $10,097,630. The areas 
served would be considered “unserved” with speeds less than 25 Mbps down/3 Mbps up. This grant is very 
competitive as there is only $288 million.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Part of the grant requirement was finding private and public partnerships. Between Rice Lake, Gnesen, Lake-
wood, Normanna, and Canosia we have contributed almost $1,000,000. These funds, for the most part, came 
from the American Rescue Plan money that was awarded to each municipality for uses such as internet deploy-
ment. This means the citizens will not feel a direct impact of this contribution. Take the time to thank your 
City Council and Mayor as they unanimously approved using almost all of Rice Lake’s ARP funds towards build-
ing out internet. 
CTC committed to $1,324,421 for matched dollars. They would be deploying the fiber and then taking over 
the billing and maintenance of this new infrastructure. We also received in-kind contributions from Northeast 
Service Cooperative (NESC).   

           (Continued on next page) 
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St. Louis County Board of Commissioners also came through with a match of $400,000. We can thank the senior 
planners and staff as well. Pat Malley from Duluthian Networks, Chuck Davis (former Supervisor of Lakewood 
Township) and myself attended meetings requesting them as a funding partner. It makes a strong project to have 
as many partners as possible. We knew when we were standing in front of the Board that we were asking them 
to move mountains to meet the rapidly approaching deadline of August 15th.  Everyone that we worked with was 
supportive of our project and moved swiftly and efficiently. This grant was approved unanimously by the Board. If 
you can, contact members (Especially Keith Musolf) and thank them for their support. 
I mentioned in the previous paragraph working with Pat Malley from Duluthian Networks. Pat has been in a con-
sultant role with Rice Lake since January of this year. He has been instrumental in mapping survey results, deci-
phering types of technology, building local partnerships, mapping deployment routes, and more. The consulting 
work that Pat has done for Rice Lake is invaluable. 
There has been several people involved with this grant. Many I have mentioned by name because they have had a 
unique role in this grant process. We have a group of about 13 members that belong to our Citizens for Broad-
band group. This group of Rice Lake citizens have been meeting irregularly and have hung in there even when the 
topics weren’t so glamourous. I want to thank this group for staying on this mission. 

 

 

RLC Website 
 

We have a new look with a responsive website design that formats to whatever device you 
are using.  Visit us at ricelakecitymn.com and look around!  We have added more of 
what you are looking for.   
 
Check out the Community Events page to stay connected on what’s happening in the area. 
   
Ever thought of getting involved and joining the Community Club, or going to a Council 
Meeting?  Are you thinking of renting the Hall or Park Pavilion for an upcoming event?  Go 
to the City Calendar to see when meetings are being held or whether the Hall or Pavilion  
is available for your date.    
 
Looking for information on City Utilities (water and sewer),  Building Permits,  City Ordi-
nances, Zoning, Recycling, etc.?  You can  find it here . 
 
Can’t find what you’re looking for?  Go to our “Contact Us” page and give us a call or 
Write a Message to let us know how we can improve the site. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FAMILY OF GOD LUTHERAN CHURCH PASTY ORDER FORM 
$6.00 EACH 

TO ORDER:  
EMAIL:  office@fogduluth.org, CALL: (218) 724-9210 (leave a message),  TEXT: (218) 206-4471 or MAIL: order form 
below to FOG at 4097 Martin Road, Duluth, MN 55803 
 
NAME: ______________________________________________ PHONE NBR:  _______________________ 
 
          QUANTITY  TOTAL 
PLAIN PASTIES (pork/beef, onions, carrots, potatoes)    _________  ______ 
 
RUTABAGA PASTIES (rutabaga, pork/beef, onions, carrots, potatoes)  _________  ______ 
 
VEGETARIAN PASTIES (rutabaga, onions, carrots, potatoes)   _________  ______ 
        
       GRAND TOTAL __________  _______ 
 
You can pay by cash or check only (no credit or debit cards) and pick up at Family of God Church between 3-6 PM: 
Please specify the date, listed below, you prefer.  Place your order by October 3.  We will call you to confirm your order. 
 

Mon. Oct. 11  /  Tues. Oct. 12  /  Wed. Oct. 13  /  Thu. Oct. 14  /  Fri. Oct. 15  
 
The church will be locked and only workers will be allowed in. Please ring doorbell for assistance when pick-
ing up your order. 
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Water Assistance Applications Available Now 

Minnesotans with disconnected water service, a water shutoff notice, or a past due water bill may be able to get 
help paying their water bill. 

Customers apply for water, energy, and weatherization assistance with one application at https://mn.gov/commerce/
consumers/consumer-assistance/energy-assistance/. 

 

Contact Us 
Questions? Contact your local Energy Assistance Program Service Provider (AEOA) or the Minnesota Department 
of Commerce at eheat.doc@state.mn.us 

An Unintentional Litterer 
 

Have you ever been to your local stream or river looking to enjoy the beauty 
of nature, just to find litter all along the shore? Maybe you’ve found a tire, a 
couch, or some other bizarrely placed appliance along ravines or streams? 
These are all results of illegal dumping or unintentional littering via improper 
trash can maintenance. Not only is this unsightly in a naturally beautiful area, 
these materials can clog streams, storm drains, and catch basins which could 
result in localized flooding. These littered items can even kill wildlife, and alter 
ecosystems.  
 
One of the best ways to prevent litter from entering lakes and streams is prop-
er trashcan maintenance. By ensuring that the lids of trash and recycling bins 
are shut and not overflowing into the street, you can help prevent these storm-
water pollution issues. Don’t be an unintentional litterer; keep your bins upright with the lid closed. For larger 
items like tires, appliances and furniture, please bring them to WLSSD, the Superior Landfill, or call your local 
waste haulers for proper disposal. It is our responsibility to properly dispose of our trash and unwanted items. 
Your local lakes and streams will thank you!  
 
Article provided by the Regional Stormwater Protection Team (RSPT)  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Getting a new furnace? Building a new deck? Replacing windows or doors? Remodeling? 
 

Don’t forget your building permit! 
 

Applications are available on our website or at City Hall. Please contact Carley at 218-249-0947 
or carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com with any building permit questions. 

(Failure to obtain a required building permit may result in fines.) 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rice Lake City Hall/Pavilion Rental  
 

City Hall 
Max Capacity—100 

 
Daytime or Evening Rentals: 

4 hours or less: $55 rental + $155 deposit 
All day: $105 rental + $155 deposit 

 
Funeral: 

4 hours: $25 rental + $155 deposit 
 

Wedding Receptions/Dances: 
4 hours or less: $155 rental  +  $155 deposit 

All day: $305 rental +  $155 deposit 
 
 

City Hall Office/Meeting Space 
Capacity –5 

2 hrs. or less: $25 rental; $10 hr. ea. Additional + $155 deposit 
All day: $50 rental + $155 deposit 

 
  

City Park Pavilion 
All day: $25.00 rental + $25.00 deposit 

 
All rentals require a certificate of homeowners/rental  

insurance and must be presented prior to the rental or  
deposit will be forfeited.  

 
Alcohol is prohibited on all City grounds. 
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Dale’s Outdoor Chronicle 
 

Fishing the area around Isle Royal National Park has been on my bucket list for a 
while now. It’s a beautiful historic area and WHAT A FISH FACTORY! 
Our crew for the day consisted of myself, the skipper, twin brothers Mike and Mark 
(the twins are both middle aged men with family’s). We agreed on an early depar-
ture time from Duluth of 5am.  That would put us at the Grand Portage boat landing 
around 7:30 am. Traveling up the scenic North Shore is always awe-inspiring. As a 
child this is where my family would often take our Sunday afternoon drives.  
Because our trip was delayed one day due to high winds, we were more than anx-
ious to try our luck on the big lake. Luckily, that day we had clear skies, calm winds 
and the lake was just about as blue as it could be. The lake always has a calming ef-
fect; perhaps because it is something you can count on. It’s always there for us to 
enjoy.  
As we reached the Silver Bay area, miles ahead we could see the gray colored 
smoke from the many wildfires. It was moving swiftly just above the treetops to-

wards the lake. When the smoke reached the shoreline, it shot straight up in the air then curved downward. 
Kind of an eerie sight, enhanced by the early morning sunrise. Comradery and great scenery seemed to make our 
145mi trek north to the Grand Portage Marina go by exceptionally fast.    
Fortunately, we were able to purchase our one-day licenses for fishing Michigan waters at the bait shop located 
right at the boat ramp. Let’s put the boat in the water and get on our way!   
The air was just clear enough, so the island was slightly viewable from shore even though it’s 20+ miles away. 
Having one-foot seas permitted our skipper to travel around 22mph with his 21ft boat. We were blessed to have 
relatively calm seas as one can imagine, on that big body water, things can get precarious. After we traveled sev-
eral miles, the skipper asked, “Can anyone see the light house yet? Once we’re there it’s just 5 mi more and we’ll 
start putting out lines.”  The Rock of Ages Light House is located on a small rock outcropping 3.5 mi southwest 
of Isle Royal. Even after the light house came into view, it still took a long time before we reached it. Our 40+ 
minute boat ride was very enjoyable to say the least. Ok, let’s get the lines in the water. 
Our skipper has been guiding on Lake Superior for many years and has numerous good fishing waypoints to 
choose from. He asked the twins if they wanted to try the hot spot reef. Both answered with an emphatic, YES!  
It was evident they had fished Isle Royal before. The depth on top of this half mile long reef was 160-170ft with 
200+ all around. “Only put down two lines, that’s all we’ll need,” the skipper said, and he was right!  During all 
the action Mike couldn’t believe we had a fish within 10 seconds after putting down a line. Our fish probably 
were not as big of as Isle Royal is famous for, however, we had fish ranging up to 7 lbs. Those beautiful Red Fin 
lakers couldn’t resist the skippers colorful Painted Lady flutter spoons.  We had many doubles, especially on the 
north end of the reef. It didn’t take us long to catch the permitted number of fish, it was plenty as it allowed each 
fisherman to enjoy a meal or two. 
Time to head home after an exceptionally fun day on the water.  Maybe next time we can do more sightseeing 
and exploring around this famed island area.  
Autumn colors are starting to show I hope you can get out on the water or in the woods this fall.      

  
                                                                                           
  Submitted by Dale Kilby         
 
  Article sponsored in part by:
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Fire Prevention Week 
October 3 - 9  
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City of Rice Lake 
Adopt-A-Hydrant Program 

 
As winter approaches, we are asking for volunteers again this year, to keep snow clear from fire 
hydrants so they are visible to the Rice Lake Public Works and Fire Departments.  
If you have a fire hydrant near your property, please consider volunteering to keep it clear during 
the coming winter.  If you adopted a hydrant last winter we “Thank You” for your support and 
hope you will consider doing it again this year. 
 

To sign up,  call Robin at 218-249-0917 or send an email to robin@ricelakecitymn.com.  A map with the hydrant 
locations and numbers is available on our website  on the Community Events page. 
 

Snow Removal Reminder 
 
A friendly reminder to keep all your exterior doors free of snow this winter. Even if you normally don’t use the 
door, you should keep it clear at all times in case of an emergency. 

Dog Licenses are Required in Rice Lake 
 

 Lifetime License: $25.00 (valid for the life of your pet with one free  
replacement). Available now at City Hall. 

 
 Annual License:* $6.00  

 
*Residents age 60 or over are eligible for a free annual license (one per 
household) 
Reminder: 2021 Annual Licenses expire December 31, 2021.   
2022 Annual Licenses will be available at City Hall by November 1, 2021. 
 
Late fees applied after January 31, 2022. 
Applications are available on our website. 

 
 
 

2022 Winter Frolic 
 

The City of Rice Lake is planning  a  
Family Fun Community Event sometime in February at the City Park. 

 
Watch for more details in the January Newsletter! 
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Now’s the Time to Control Invasive Knotweed 
 
At this time of year, invasive knotweeds display their lacy white blooms on a long hollow bamboo
-like stem.  This is the time to spray this aggressive plant with recommended herbicides. The Du-
luth Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area has mapped about 400 stands of knotweed in 
St. Louis County and educates landowners on how to control it. (DO NOT CUT!) This plant is 
so destructive, CISMA and other agencies put it at the top of their list, as funding allows, to pro-
tect our communities from the environmental and infrastructure costs of its spread.  
 
 

Knotweed is Destructive, Hardy, and Spreads Easily 
  Blocks visibility and signage on roads and recreational trails.  
  Buckles asphalt, concrete, brickwork—can cause property damage, can grow into buildings, and can  
reduce property values. 
   Spreads into natural areas, growing quickly and forming dense monocultures, reducing habitat diversity, and over-
taking riverbanks and lakeshores.  

 
Knotweed can be managed at the right time and with the right tools. Some homeowners hire experienced contractors to 
do the work. This typically costs $200-$300, and treatment is needed for multiple years. For tips and information visit:  
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/pestmanagement/weedcontrol/noxiouslist/knotweed 
https://sites.google.com/stewardshipnetwork.org/duluthcismapartners/knotweed-resources?authuser=0 
 
Submitted by Stephanie H 

Hunting Safety Tips 
https://www.statefarm.com/simple-insights/family/hunting-safety-tips 

 
If you’re out for game, keep these precautions in mind. 
Brisk weather and falling leaves signal lots of autumn arrivals, including the start of hunting season. Whether you're a seasoned 
pro, an enthusiast, a beginner or someone who just wants to safely enjoy the outdoors, these hunting safety tips will help. 
 
Hunting safety tips: 
 Follow firearm safety practices: 

 Treat every firearm as if it were loaded. 
 Only point at what you plan to shoot. 
 Keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot. 
 Before shooting, clearly identify your target and what is beyond. 

 Plan for the weather. Hunters can be at risk for hypothermia in cold, wet conditions, but also in temperatures as high as 
50˚ F. Dress in warm layers, avoiding moisture-retaining cotton and remembering a water-repelling outer layer. Before set-
ting out, check the weather report to make sure you won't be caught off guard by other inclement weather. 

 Alert someone of your plans. Never head out on a hunting trip without letting a friend or relative know where you'll 
be and when you expect to return. 

 
Safety tips for non-hunters near a hunting area: 
 Wear the right clothing. Avoid colors and patterns that blend into your surroundings, including whites, blacks, browns, 

earth tones, animal patterns and camouflage. Bright orange, red or green clothing is best, especially for vests and hats. 
 Make some noise. This includes talking loudly (to yourself or a companion), whistling or singing, especially if you hear a 
shot nearby. Once hunters have acknowledged your location, show courtesy by reducing excessive noise that might scare away 
animals. 
 Keep pets safe, too. Don't let dogs off-leash in an area that allows hunting, especially if they like to chase deer. 
 Plan and avoid hunting areas and seasons. If you want to avoid encountering hunters altogether, find a location 

where hunting is not allowed. This typically includes most state and national parks. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Rifle or Bow Hunting? Review the following Rice Lake City Ordinances located on our website :  
Ordinance #8: Dangerous Weapons / Ordinance #26: Bow Hunting.   
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We Want to Hear From You! 
 

We encourage all community organiza-
tions, businesses, and residents to sub-

mit articles for the next issue of the 
newsletter! 

 
Articles could be an introduction of your 
business or organization; a community 
calendar of upcoming events; residents 

sharing your accomplishments, an-
nouncements, pictures, etc.; or a plat-

form to voice your concerns or  
opinions.  

 
To submit an advertisement, article, an-

nouncement, etc. for the next issue, 
please send an email to  

robin@ricelakecitymn.com or call  
249-0917. 
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