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The Rice Lake City News is going digital starting with the January 2023 publica-
tion. This means we will no longer mail out a paper copy of the Newsletter to 
over 1700 households in our City that ultimately end up in the trash or recy-
cling. The money spent on paper, printing, and postage will be put to better 
use while still providing you the Rice Lake News. To continue to receive the 
Newsletter you have the following options: 
 
 Subscribe to have the Newsletter emailed to you by going to our website 

at www.ricelakecitymn.com and select the Newsletter button on the home 
page. This takes you to the Newsletter page where you can select, “Yes, 
please email me the News!”. This brings you to the subscription form to 
enter your information and select, “Subscribe”. 

 If you are already subscribed and receiving an emailed Newsletter, you do 
not need to do anything. You will continue to receive it digitally. 

 We understand that not everyone has internet access and email so please 
contact Robin at 218-249-0917 if you want to continue to receive a paper 
copy. We don’t want you to miss out! 

 
If you don’t subscribe or contact us you can still view the Newsletter on our 
website but you will not receive it by mail or email. 
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Mayor’s Corner 
John Werner, Mayor   

 
It’s been a hard winter. Snow early followed by extended cold weather and high winds but with constant 
thoughts that spring was going to come. With the warm weather comes muddy gravel roads and road 
restrictions. Please slow down to minimize the rutting and potholing because we can not grade mud.  
 
Discussions with the County on Rice Lake Rd. commercial corridor continues. A couple of weeks ago 
the County came to City Hall and did a presentation on the ICE study that was conducted last fall. This 
study was about traffic counts from each direction traffic enters the intersections on Rice Lake Road at 
Martin, West Calvary, Ridgeview, and W. Tischer, accidents over the last ten years at these intersections, 
and an estimate of traffic growth over the next ten years. Planning by the County constitutes a 30 
percent project study to date. The County will be back to answer questions the Council had, as well as 
questions posed to the Council that we could not answer. 
 
The last couple of weeks some members of the Council and I made trips down to the State Capital to meet with our legislators 
and other key legislators to lobby our request to finish the sewer line project on the east side of Rice Lake Rd. Our Bonding 
request is for 1.5 million dollars. We had completed the water line portion of the system last fall. We were very fortunate last 
time in getting a grant and not a dollar for dollar match like most bonding projects stipulate. 
 
We also have the water loop project from the Fire Hall on Martin Rd. to Howard Gnesen Rd. and down to W. Calvary Rd. 
We were fortunate to receive very competitive bids on the complete project within the dollars the State had allocated with 
Veit Construction being low bidder. This project will be constructed this summer. 
 
Enjoy the spring, and remember to Slow Down when you are out and about. 
 

 
“Rice Lake, Minnesota  
Celebrating 150 Years”  

 
 

$25.00 
Books are available at City Hall  

for purchase. 
 

 
 
 

Looking for a Mother’s Day or Father’s Day Gift?  
Stop by and pick one up today! 

 
Cash, check, debit or credit cards accepted.   

Note: There is a 3% fee if paying by credit or debit card. 
 

All PROFITS go towards enhancements to our  
Rice Lake City Park for family enjoyment. 
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Spring Road Report 
John Werner, Roads Supervisor 

  
Our roads are soft and muddy. Please slow down to minimize rutting and potholing. We can not grade muddy soft road beds, 
they must dry out first. 
The following road projects will be undertaken by the City this summer: 
  Gothenburg Road: Finish up work on ditching/culvert replacement started three years ago. 
  Kingston Road: Build up the approach to Howard Gnesen Rd. This has long been a safety issue. 
  1st Ave South: Widen the south end from the City limits back north to the “S” turn. Work is confined to the east side 

only. Ditch to be filled in, concrete curb and widen road surface with three feet of new asphalt. Again, this is a safety issue, 
because of excessive speeds driven by the motoring public and limited site lines. 

  Stavanger Road: This road will be opened later this summer once the contractor has completed the utility work as re-
quired for the assisted living home.  

  Willard Road: Replace the cross culvert of Willard and Rutter Rd. This culvert replacement will be larger to take the 
stream flows along Rutter Rd. from north of the Calvary Rd. water shed. This is the second step in the Rutter Rd. rebuild 
project, with next year having the reconstruct of the road bed from Calvary Rd. south to Willard Rd. 

  St Louis County Projects: Rehbein Rd. is slated to be completed this year as a mill and overlay. 
  In conjunction with the County, as they are in the area of E. Calvary Rd., we will have their Contractor do chip sealing on 

Chicago Ave., Austin St., and 3rd Ave S. Seal cracking will be done on the Dam Rd., and 1st Ave. S. 
 Striping will be done on the Dam Rd., 1st Ave S., Chicago Ave., and Austin St. These measures will add life to these roads. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/8th-annual-chief-frantz-red-run-5k-tickets-275670296277
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Emerald Ash Borer Discovered in Rice Lake 
Rice Lake encourages residents to look for signs of EAB 

 
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) confirmed an emerald ash borer (EAB) infestation 
in the City of Rice Lake. Infested trees were reported to MDA and confirmed by the local DNR staff. 
There are several things residents should look for when checking for emerald ash borer.  
 Be sure you’ve identified an ash tree. This is an important first step since EAB only feeds on 
ash trees. Ash have opposite branching – meaning branches come off the trunk directly across from 
each other. On older trees, the bark is in a tight, diamond-shaped pattern. Younger trees have a rela-
tively smooth bark. 
 Look for woodpecker damage. Woodpeckers like EAB larvae and woodpecker holes may 
indicate the presence of EAB. 
 Check for bark cracks. EAB larvae tunneling under the bark can cause the bark to split open, 
revealing the larval (S-shaped) tunnels underneath. 
 Contact a professional. If you feel your ash tree may be infested with EAB, contact a tree care professional, your city 

forester, or the MDA at arrest.the.pest@state.mn.us or 888-545-6684 (voicemail). 
Emerald ash borer larvae kill ash trees by tunneling under the bark and feeding on the part of the tree that moves nutrients 
up and down the trunk. Minnesota is highly susceptible to the destruction caused by this invasive insect. The state has ap-
proximately one billion ash trees, the most of any state in the nation.  
The biggest risk of spreading EAB comes from people unknowingly moving firewood or other ash products harboring larvae. 
There are three easy steps residents can take to keep EAB from spreading: 
 Don’t transport firewood. Buy firewood locally from approved vendors, and burn it where you buy it; 
 Be aware of the quarantine restrictions. If you live in a quarantined county, be aware of the restrictions on movement of 

products such as ash trees, wood chips, and firewood; and, 
 Watch your ash trees for infestation. If you think your ash tree is infested, go to https://www.mda.state.mn.us/eab-info-

homeowners for resources on identifying EAB, how to hire tree care professionals, and insecticide options for protect-
ing your ash tree.  

For more information on emerald ash borer, go to www.mda.state.mn.us/eab. 
   

Utility Report 
John Hegstrom, Utility Supervisor 

 
The City of Rice Lake has come a long way in employing technology to become more efficient in the work it performs on be-
half of its sewer customers. In the Utility Department one of the most helpful tools is the camera we use to televise sewer 
lines.  
Prior to modern sewer line televising equipment, if a customer had a sewer line drain problem there was no sure way to tell 
what the specific failure was or where an obstruction was located. One simply had to deduce where the failure might be and 
anxiously start excavating.  
The City of Rice Lake can now inspect and locate sewer line problems without mobilizing excavation equipment by using a new 
camera that provides high resolution real-time video of the condition of sewer pipes. This new miniature camera is mounted to 
the end of a fiber-optic cable and is then fed into the sewer access to: inspect the condition of the sewer line, detect for tree 
root infiltration, discover fats, oils and grease build-up and detect other obstacles and obstructions. The camera can stretch an 
impressive 200 feet and view from a 1 ½” to 10” diameter pipe. Should a problem be detected in the line, a transmitter in the 
camera emits a signal to the operator above detailing the precise area of the problem. 
The recording feature is also an efficiency. When televising multiple lines during a day or week it is convenient to record the 
inspections and then review them later. This allows the city technicians or engineers to closely examine the footage for small 
details. The City can also archive footage for reference in the future. 
The purchase of the televising equipment also saves the city the expense of hiring specialized contractors, renting equipment 
and from experiencing potential delays.  
Sewer line televising is a marked improvement from the process of the past and it’s another way our customers, our sewer 
infrastructure and environment benefit from useful technology.  
We wish you a wonderful Spring! 
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…there was a Rice Lake Winter Frolic in February at the City Park, and a  

Community Game Night at City Hall?  
   
 
Find on www.ricelakecitymn.com website Home Page.  Check often to see what events are coming up. 
 
 
  
 

…you can subscribe to receive email notifications of upcoming City Council and Commission meetings  
with agendas so you can attend any that interest you?  

  
 
Start from website Home Page   
 

 
 
 
…you can contact City Staff to ask questions, make suggestions, set-up an appointment, etc.  
by phone, email, or send from our website?    

 
Select on website Home Page      
 

 
 
 
 

…you can access forms and applications, recycle shed information, calendar of upcoming events, city  
ordinances, road projects, utilities information, and much more?  
 

The City of Rice Lake website is a great resource for City and Community information.  
If you can’t find something, contact us and we can help. 

Mobile Storage Structures/Shipping Container/Shed in A Box 
 

Temporary structures not designed for living quarters are  
“Accessory Structures” that must meet the minimum setback  

requirements pursuant to  
Rice Lake City Zoning Ordinance #22,  
Section 3.201 Dimensional Standards,   

Section 3.4 Shore Setback and Impact Zone,  
and  

Section 3.6 Road Centerline Setback. 

https://www.ricelakecitymn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/09.27.2021-Ordinance-22-FINAL.pdf
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Article provided by Fire Chief, Mark Niemi 
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Dog Licenses are  
Required in Rice Lake 

 
 

 Lifetime License: $25.00 (valid 
for the life of your pet with one free replacement). Avail-
able now at City Hall. 

 
 Annual License:* $6.00  

 
*Residents age 60 or over are eligible for a 
free annual license (one per household). 
 
 2021 Annual Licenses expired 12/31/2021. 
 Late fees applied after 1/31/2022.. 
 Applications are available on our website and 

at City Hall. 



 8 

 

 
 

Thank You and Happy Retirement Senator Bakk 
 

The Rice Lake City Council and residents would like to thank Senator Bakk for all his hard work advocating for our com-

munity in his role as State Senator. Senator Bakk has been instrumental in helping Rice Lake get state funding for a num-

ber of programs and projects starting with Local Government Aid (LGA). When Rice Lake became a city in 2015, current 
law calculated our LGA at $0 per capita, while the state average was $115 per capita. Senator Bakk advocated for Rice 

Lake’s fair share of LGA and got legislation passed that granted Rice Lake $429,943 in LGA in 2018. City Council has used 

this influx of funds to upgrade our buildings and equipment to better serve the community without having to raise the tax 

levy. 
Senator Bakk was also instrumental in getting bonding legislation passed for $1.4 million for the East Calvary Waterloop 

Project, $1 million for the Rice Lake Road Utility Extension, and $672,000 remaining from the East Calvary Waterloop 

Project to be reappropriated on the Martin/Howard Gnesen Rd. Waterloop Project. He also supported our request to 

MnDOT for $454,600.79 for the Chicago Ave. Reconstruct Project. These projects would not have been possible without 
his support. 

Senator Bakk has been a tremendous advocate for Rice Lake and the northern communities and has worked tirelessly to 

make sure our voices are heard in St. Paul. Thank you Senator Bakk, your presence will be surely missed at the capital 

and we wish you and your family the very best in your retirement. 
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REDUCE INFLOW AND INFILTRATION (I/I) 
 

I/I is clear water—stormwater and groundwater—that 
enters the wastewater system. It overloads the system and 
can cause costly sewer backups into homes and buildings. 
I/I can also cause sewer overflows into rivers and lakes.  
     
Your home may be a source of I/I 
Up to 80% of I/I comes from private sources, including 
defective sewer service lines and improperly connected 
sump pumps, downspouts and foundation drains. Excessive 
I/I increases the need to build larger and more expensive 
sewer pipes and treatment facilities. 
      
 You can reduce inflow and infiltration  
 Inspect and repair damaged sewer service lines. 
 Replace older clay pipes that are beyond their  
     service life. 
 Make sure sump pumps and building drains are  
     not connected to the sanitary sewer system. 
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Reasons to Buy Local Foods 
 

With Spring right around the corner and farmers getting ready to 
plant, our farm included, it is a good time to look at the benefits 
of local foods in our community. Grocery stores offer variety and 
more importantly, convenience. However, with growing numbers 
of local producers and retailers, there are many reasons and op-
portunities to buy local food. 
From fruits and vegetables to meat and dairy, local produce offers 
us something different from the products we can buy in a grocery 
store. What’s more, locally grown and produced food hasn’t trav-
eled as far, is produced without shelf life enhancing additives, is 
fresher and more nutritious, plus supports local growers, the 
community, and economy. 
Reduces the Distance Food Travels 
Amazingly, many of the fresh and frozen foods we see in our gro-
cery stores comes from other countries. You might see seafood 
from China or tomatoes from Mexico. US Agriculture research-
ers found that the average distance a piece of produce travels is 
1,500 miles. Additional research by the USDA found transporting 
food by road accounts for 25% or the equivalent of 20 billion 
miles each year. By choosing local food, each purchase helps re-
duce the demand and resulting transport costs. 
It’s Seasonal 
Buying produce in season results in less transportation, better 
nutrition, and tastier produce, plus adds to the fun! When you eat 
seasonally, you vary your diet from month to month, trying new 
foods and cooking techniques, instead of relying on the same year
-round produce. Most locally purchased seasonal foods are grown 
more naturally, for example, outside rather than in hydroponics 
and greenhouses. 
It’s Healthier 
Much of our imported fruits and vegetables are picked long be-
fore they fully ripen. To maintain freshness, the ripening process 
is usually delayed in transport with cold temperatures, gas or 
sprayed with preservatives. Once they have reached their destina-
tion, items like bananas, tomatoes and avocados are artificially 
ripened with ethylene. Whereas this is mostly considered safe 
because they are not ripened naturally on vines, trees, and in the 
sun; long distance fruits and vegetables often contain fewer nutri-
ents. You’ll find local growers using fewer pesticides and chemi-
cals. If you’re unsure, ask your local grower or producer. 
Connects Us with the Food We Eat 
Unlike past decades, many consumers now have considerably less 
understanding of where their food comes from as the world ad-
vances technologically. This disconnect between farm and fork has 
widened with each generation; everything we need for our meals 
is pre-packaged and stocked in a grocery store or brought to us 
in the back of a truck or van. Despite this, more people are now 
thinking about where their food comes from. Similarly, experienc-
ing a trip to a farm store, or seeing first-hand the making of 
cheese or bread, promotes improved food labor knowledge. 
Genetic Diversity is Protected 
Local farmers grow wider varieties of produce more nutritiously 
and in a smaller space to meet local needs. This provides consum-
ers with the chance to see and try many different products. 
What’s more, it protects the genetic diversity of plants and seeds. 
Whereas grocery stores expect perfect products, local farmers 
can grow a diverse range of sustainable foods that reflects authen-
tic produce. Further, many local producers are experimenting 
with more natural ways to maintain their crops and improve 
yields.  

For example, growing wildflowers near crops can encourage more 
bees to the area which in turn allows for improved natural higher 
yields. Rotating crops also helps keep the soil healthy, which rarely 
happens at large producers of a single variety of fruit or vegetable. 
Reduces Food Waste 
Many farm to plate produce doesn't fit the cosmetic criteria re-
quired by grocery stores, but they taste as good, if not better. 
Much of the produce that we buy in the store has gone through a 
rigorous selection process to appeal to our ideal of how it should 
look; carrots are uniformly straight, tomatoes the same shape and 
size, citrus blemish-free, and apples shining. Behind the scenes, a 
great deal of effort has gone into presenting and packaging grocery 
store produce according to what sells. About a third of our fruit 
and vegetables are rejected according to the cosmetic standards 
imposed by grocery stores. Much of this is simply thrown away, 
adding to the food waste issue. 
Supports Local Farmers & Growers 
Farmers have been feeling the pinch for decades. Increasing costs 
and grocery stores driving down purchase prices have forced 
many farms to close. When choosing to buy local food, you help 
support growers near you. Without needing to factor in the cost 
of transportation or distribution, resulting in reduced income, lo-
cal farming can be both sustainable.. 
Protecting a Community’s Way of Life 
Many families have farmed all their lives and for generations. Family 
farms keep local traditions and communities alive and vibrant. By 
purchasing local food, you are helping to keep farms in family 
hands, in our community. 
Keeping Our Green Spaces 
When we buy local, we help growers to stay on their land and 
prevent more of our green spaces from becoming neglected or 
turned into another housing or business development. In turn, we 
also help to protect green space and habitats for wildlife in our 
communities and build food security. 
Create a Sense of Community 
Choosing to spend your money on local produce helps ensure that 
the money stays in your community. Small farms, community gar-
dens, and food markets can pop up to provide places for people to 
meet each other and foster community spirit. Getting your hands 
in the soil to grow your own, or purchasing and eating local food, 
can provide more links, talking points, and commonality in our 
community. 
How Can You Purchase Local Food? 
There are more ways than ever before to purchase local food. 
One of the best resources to find up-to-date information on local 
food options in Minnesota, is on the Minnesota Grown Website at 
https://minnesotagrown.com/search-directory/:  
Here you will find: 

 Farmers Markets 

 Pick-Your-Own farms 

 CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) farms, 

 Farm Products (eggs, meat, specialty foods, honey, etc.) 
Another local food option is the Twin Ports REKO Ring, a Face-
book farmers market, where you can pre-order/pre-pay from 
many different farms at one time and pick up at a central location 
on Wednesdays. Membership is free, check out the details and join 
at Twin Ports REKO Ring’s Facebook Page. 
It is important to educate ourselves and our children about our 
food. As consumers, we have the right to make a choice in creat-
ing a healthy, robust, local food system.     
 
Article provided by Caroline H. 
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The family of DAVID GODDEN would like to extend their 

sincere thanks to all that attended Dave’s service on  
February 12, 2022. 

 
Whether you kept us in your thoughts and prayers, sent a  

lovely arrangement, gave a memorial donation or helped out in 
any way, your love and kindness brought us great comfort and 

will always be remembered. 
 

Our lives are so blessed with some of the most amazing  
people. Thank you for being part of Dave’s life and his journey.   

 
The Family of David Harry Godden. 

 

Commission Members 
 

Planning Commission  
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every 

month at 6:00 PM 
  

Utility Commission 
Meets the 3rd Monday of every 

month at 6:00 PM 
 

If interested and want more information contact  
City Hall at 218-721-3778 
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Pet Waste & Water Quality 
Do your DOO-ty!  

 
If your pet poops, please pick it up! It is the courteous thing 
to do, and protects public health, water quality, and the  
environment from pollution.  
Come springtime, all the pet waste that owners failed to 
clean up over the winter is revealed as a squishy, smelly 
mess.  
If left, pet waste will ultimately flow into our water sources.  
“But it’s just dog poop, it’s natural fertilizer!” False. Unlike 
bear and deer scat, dog poop has excessive nutrients that 
would not naturally occur in the ecosystem at those high 
levels.  
Ultimately, any pet waste that is not picked up and thrown 
away will flow down storm drains and/or ditches, and into 
the nearest stream. This is a public health and environmental 
concern for several reasons. Once in the water, pet waste 
releases those excessive nutrients, as well as disease causing 
pathogens that can make you very sick. When summer and 
warmer temperatures finally come around, those nutrients 
fuel toxic algae blooms that harm wildlife and cause beach 

closures. All because of winter pet waste. 
Please pick up after your pet during the 
winter, and all year round. Your efforts 
could be the solution to stormwater  
pollution.  
 
 

 
 Oak Wilt Threatens Northern Minnesota 
 
Oak trees provide great value on an ecological, economic, 
and societal/cultural level. How-
ever, oak wilt is greatly impact-
ing oak trees in Minnesota. Oak 
wilt is caused by the invasive 
fungus Bretziella fagacearum. 
Oak wilt spreads either above 
ground by sap beetles or under-
ground through root grafts, that 
is roots that have grown to-
gether. The fungus will then invade the water-conducting 
vessels of a tree, eventually resulting in its death. 
Oak wilt was confirmed in Minnesota as early as 1944 in five 
different counties. Oak wilt is now widespread in the south-
ern half of the state and continues to move northward and 
currently occurs in 40 counties. The closest known infection 
to Duluth is in Pine County, but other northern counties 
that have infections include Kanabec, Mille Lacs, and Crow 
Wing.  
All species of oak can be infected; however, species in the 
red oak group die within about 2-4 months after infection. 
Mortality of bur oaks takes one year to seven years and 
mortality of white oaks will occur from one year to more 
than 20 years after infection. Once infected, leaves will be-
come off-green, bronzed, or wilted. Leaf loss can then occur, 
which is a characteristic symptom of oak wilt. Leaves will 
wilt and drop from the upper canopy first. The fungus can 
produce a mat under the bark, which attracts the sap bee-
tles. After the beetles’ visit, they can then carry spores to a 
healthy oak, causing a new infection. 
Oak wilt is knocking on the door of northern Minnesota. It’s 
important to be on the lookout and follow a couple simple 
tactics to prevent oak wilt’s spread. One method is to not 
wound oaks from April through July, which is when oaks are 
most susceptible to infection. Oak wilt can also travel under 
the bark of firewood. So, another preventative tactic is to 
leave firewood at home and buy firewood where you burn 
it. More detailed methods on managing oak wilt are in the 
Oak Wilt Guide for Minnesota, https://tinyurl.com/bdrnepc. 
Additional information can be found at: https://
www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/forest_health/oakwilt/
index.html  
 
Article provided by Stephanie H. 
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Rice Lake City Hall/Pavilion Rental  
 

City Hall 
Max Capacity—100 

 
Daytime or Evening Rentals: 

4 hours or less: $50 rental + $150 deposit 
All day: $100 rental + $150 deposit 

 
Funeral: 

4 hours: $25 rental + $150 deposit 
 

Wedding Receptions/Dances: 
4 hours or less: $150 rental  +  $150 deposit 

All day: $300 rental +  $150 deposit 
 

City Hall Office/Meeting Space 
Capacity –5 

2 hrs. or less: $25 rental; $10 hr. ea. Additional + $150 
deposit 

All day: $50 rental + $150 deposit 
  

City Park Pavilion 
All day: $25.00 rental + $25.00 deposit 

 
All rentals require a certificate of homeowners/rental  

insurance and must be presented prior to the rental or  
deposit will be forfeited.  

 
Alcohol is prohibited on all City grounds. 

Getting a new furnace? Building a new deck?  
Replacing windows or doors? Remodeling? 

 
Don’t forget your building permit! 

 
Applications are available on our website or at City Hall. Please 

contact Carley at 218-249-0947 
or carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com with any building permit  

questions. 
 

Failure to obtain a required building permit may result in fines. 

We Want to Hear from You! 
We encourage all community organizations, businesses and resi-

dents to submit articles for the next issue of the newsletter.   
 

If you want to be added to the email list for notifications of dead-
lines to get your article or ad in the next Newsletter,   

 
Email robin@ricelakecitymn.com or call 249-0917. 

It’s Spring Cleaning Time and Here’s a Good Way to Start.   
Are You Ready to Take the Challenge? 
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How Butterflies Spend Their Winter  
(continuation from Fall Newsletter) 

 
Butterflies whose eggs overwinter employ one of two strat-
egies. Eggs are laid either on the twigs of host plants or in 
the leaf litter at the base of plants, where they remain until 
larvae emerge in the spring to feed on new leaves or new 
plant sprouts. Some butterfly species rely on an insulating 
blanket of snow to protect their eggs from harsh weather.  
When there is little snow, eggs can be damaged by dry, cold 
air. 
Caterpillars spend their winters in various ways; some stay 
in or on their host plant, others may be found in leaf litter 
around or near the host plant while still others may “nest” 
underground. In general, they do not go far from what will 
be their food source. Most caterpillars do not survive this 
life stage regardless of the season as they are an important 
food source for birds, small animals and other insects. Ex-
amples of butterflies that overwinter as caterpillars are 
White Admiral, the fritillaries and the checkerspots. 
Some butterflies will spend their winters as a chrysalis in 
the pupal stage of development. A chrysalis is a skin case 
formed for this life stage. It differs from a cocoon which is 
made of silk or silk and leaves and spun by moths. At the 
end of this stage, an adult butterfly will emerge. Some of 
the most common of our butterflies that overwinter as 
chrysalises are swallowtails both Black and Canadian Tiger), 
American Ladies and Spring Azures. Spring Azures are the 
earliest to emerge from their chrysalis here, generally in 
late April to early May.  
Finally, some butterflies will spend the winter as adults. 
Most of these butterflies cannot survive the cold northern 
winters so they migrate. The most celebrated and well 
studied of these is the Monarch which will leave our Duluth 
area gardens in fall and find its way to overwintering 
grounds in the mountains of Mexico.  
Several others, like the Painted Lady, will migrate to the 
southern or southwestern U.S. where they may hibernate 
or continue their lifecycle. It is not well studied, but it is 
doubtful if the same individuals that leave are the ones that 
return the next spring. It is felt by some that the “return” 
of these butterflies is not an intentional migration like the 
Monarchs, but rather that warm winds from the south, in-
stead, push them north. 
A few hardy butterfly species will actually spend their win-
ters as adults here in the northland. They include the 
Compton Tortoiseshell, Mourning Cloak, Milbert’s Tor-
toiseshell (all of which have been seen here as early as 
March), Question Mark, Eastern Comma, Green Comma, 

Gray Comma and the Red Admiral which may survive a mild 
winter further north but generally migrates south to hibernate. 
Adults that overwinter store fat in their bodies in the fall. 
These butterflies overwinter in a stage called diapause, in 
which metabolic and respiratory rates are low and slow.  
To keep from freezing, butterflies reduce the amount of water 
in their blood by as much as 30 percent and then thicken it 
with glycerol, sorbitol, or other antifreeze agents. As day 
length decreases over the summer, it triggers the scheduling of 
diapause later in the season. There are more hours of summer 
sunlight in the northern latitudes than in the southern ones, so 
northern butterflies must enter diapause earlier to prepare for 
the earlier onset of winter. 
Before entering diapause, they must find a place to hide such 
as a hollow tree or log, a crack in a rock, or inside an old 
building. Before breaking diapause in the spring, they must first 
experience a long period of cold weather followed by a longer 
daylight period. The cold period must last months to trigger 
the end of diapause; if it were shorter, it might end due to a 
winter thaw only to be followed by a fatal artic front. These 
early spring adults often have wings that are very tattered and 
ragged from a relatively long life of eight to ten months (most 
butterflies spend only a few weeks as adults). As our days 
lengthen and warm watch for these hardy harbingers of Spring. 
 
Article by Nellie S. 
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City of Rice Lake  
Sweatshirts and T-shirts  

 
Available to order soon! 

 
Watch for more details to come on our 
Community Events page located on our 
website  at www.ricelakecitymn.com. 

 
Pictures below are examples of  
possible style options and may  

not be exact.  
 

The City of Rice Lake Logo will be screen 
printed on each shirt style. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
How to Purchase: 

There will be a link to an online store 
through the vendor to place your own 
order. If you do not have access to the 

internet we can place the order for you or 
we will have some styles and sizes  

available here at City Hall. 
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