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2022 Upcoming City Office Closures 
Mon. July 4 — Independence Day  
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“Rice Lake, Minnesota  
Celebrating 150 Years”  

 
Books are $25 and  

available for purchase at City Hall  
 

It’s a great gift for any occasion?  
Stop by and pick one up today! 

 
Cash, check, debit or credit cards accepted.   

Note: There is a 3% fee if paying by credit or debit card. 
 

All PROFITS go towards enhancements to our  
Rice Lake City Park for family enjoyment. 
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Mayor’s Corner 
John Werner, Mayor   

 
I think it’s safe to say summer has arrived. It’s hard to believe that July is here already. Remember, work 
safe, play safe, and enjoy your time with Family and Friends. 
 
We continue to receive inquiries about business development in Rice Lake, but they are concerned 
about inflation. Hopefully they can feel comfortable enough to announce publicly their intent to proceed 
as these developments could be nice additions to Rice Lake. 
 
The assisted living development is on schedule and really looks great inside. Hopefully they will open 
their doors later this summer. 
 
Kwik Trip is adding a large 3000 sq. ft. addition to the north side of their existing building. This will be a 
new bottle shop. There has been a lot of interest in getting one here since the one in the old Sunset 
business closed. I’m told it will be open around the 1st of October. 
 
We are continuing to improve the park with different opportunities such as the addition of the ice skating rink last winter, with 
plans to enlarge it this winter. We have also greatly improved the sliding hill. These will be excellent additions for the winter 
use of the park. Some small summer improvements are planned for this year. They will be completed by our neighborhood 
night out on August 2nd. This event has always been well attended and an excellent way to get together with our neighbors. 
Hopefully the weather will be with us that day. 
 
Please enjoy the summer months and I encourage all of you to watch out for the kids out and about as you drive. Don’t forget 
our residents who enjoy walking. One last thing, please slow down as you drive. People are driving too fast, our accident rates 
in Rice Lake are on the rise. Advise your visitors to slow down, especially on our dirt roads.  

 
 

RICE LAKE NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT OUT 
 

Tuesday, August 2nd, 2022 
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
Rice Lake City Park 
4135 Stockholm Rd.  

 
Come Join Your Friends and Neighbors  
For an Evening of Food Festivities and  

FUN for the whole family!  
 

Giant Obstacle Course 
 

Canoe & Tractor Rides 
 
 

Food by Rice Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
 

Free root beer floats starting at 5:30 - while supplies last  
by the City Councilors 

 
Please bring a donation for the food shelf if you’re able. 
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Summer Road Report 
John Werner, Roads Supervisor 

 
It was a tough spring on our roads. Heavy rains, culvert wash outs, and a large amount of frost boils. We have roads where 
the frost is still coming out. Repairs to Fayre Rd. caused by frost are being completed at this time. Cross culverts on Gothen-
burg and Fayre Roads are being installed. 
We are grading every day to repair rain damage and getting the roads in shape for chloride, which will be applied after the 
4th of July. This year the cost to chloride our 23 miles of gravel roads is $51,000. Our hope is to get 6 to 7 weeks from this 
application, so please drive slow to get as much out of the surface treatment as possible. If we have to grade the road be-
cause of potholes, the treatment will be gone and the dust will return. The City cannot afford to reapply because of how ex-
pensive it is. 
Maintenance of the roads and right of ways will be a constant effort, including ditches, culverts, brush and down trees.  
 
Road improvements this year approved by the City Council are: 
 Kingston Road - approach to Howard Gnesen Rd. 
 1st Ave South - 700 ft from Duluth/Rice Lake City border North to improve safety by adding 3 ft. of road surface. Speeds 

are excessive coming out of Woodland on this narrow road with limited sight lines. 
 Finish the East Gothenburg Rd ditching and drainage improvements. 
 Cross culvert replacement for Rutter Rd. drainage under Willard Rd. Next year the Rutter Rd. from Willard Rd. north to 

W. Calvary Rd. will be reconstructed per engineered specs. 
As the budget permits, other projects will be undertaken. 
 
St Louis County is doing a lot of work in our area this year including: 
 Repave Jean Duluth Rd.  
 Reclaim and pave Rehbein Rd. and the eastern part of W. Tischer Rd.  
 Construction of a new intersection with roundabout at Jean Duluth, Snively, and Glenwood.  
 Chip sealing, crack sealing and striping.   
To name just a few. 
 

Noxious Weeds Laws in Minnesota 
 
We’ve all seen the signs on Minnesota roads: “Adopt a Highway.” Maybe 
you’ve helped pick up trash along a designated stretch of road. Perhaps you’ve 
helped with a park, trail or waterfront clean-up. We all know dumping trash is 
illegal, but did you know that it is also illegal to dump yard waste on public 
lands, including rights of way? In addition to being unsightly, improper disposal 
of garden and yard waste runs the risk of spreading damaging invasive species.  
It may seem an innocuous act to move that buckthorn, knotweed, garlic mus-
tard or cutleaf teasel—it’s organic, right? But it contributes to the spread of a 
noxious weed under Sec. 18.78 MN Statutes. Knotweed can propagate from a 
1” piece, starting a new infestation. Buckthorn berries and oriental bittersweet 
can drop those pretty residual berries and start new plants. Seed heads like 
leafy spurge and cutleaf teasel can sow hundreds of seeds along a path as they 

are being carted to “that” neighborhood dumping spot in the ravine or off the county road by the cabin.  
Each of those scenarios has happened and is continuing to happen in our area.  Please leave cuttings where you cut them 
or take them to an approved disposal site like WLSSD. Be sure to tell staff there that your load includes invasive plants. 
For more information on the Minnesota Noxious weed list, and how to identify, treat, and dispose of invasive plants, 
please see MN Department of Agriculture Noxious and Invasive Weed Program.  
 
Article submitted by Stephanie H. 
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Save Money by Saving Water 
John Hegstrom, Utility Supervisor 

 
With consumer prices for most things on the rise, it is understandable that we look for savings in our everyday expenses – like 
water utility bills. The City of Rice Lake Utilities has several water conservation tips to help you save on your water bill and 
optimize water use: 
 
 Rather than pour water down the drain, consider another use for clean wastewater such as watering a house plant, garden, 
or cleaning. 
 Ensure your home or business’ plumbing fixtures are leak-free. 
 Repair dripping faucets by replacing washers or packing kits. If your faucet is dripping at the rate of one drop per second, 
you can expect to waste 2,700 gallons per year which will add to the cost of water and sewer utility charges. 
 Check the toilet for worn out, corroded, or bent parts. Most replacement parts are inexpensive, readily available, and easi-
ly installed.  
 Consider retrofitting all wasteful household faucets by installing aerators with flow restrictors. 
 Avoid flushing the toilet unnecessarily. Dispose of tissues, captured insects, and other such waste in the trash rather than 
the toilet. 
 Take shorter showers or replace your showerhead with an ultra-low-flow model. Some units are available that allow you 
to reduce the flow without adjusting the water temperature knobs.  
 Use the minimum amount of water needed for a bath by closing the drain first and filling the tub only 1/3 full. 
 Don't let water run while shaving or washing your face. Manually turn the faucet on/off as needed or wash or shave after 
filling the basin. 
 Operate automatic dishwashers and clothes washers only when they are fully loaded or properly set the water level for 
the size of load you are using. 
 Store drinking water in the refrigerator rather than letting the tap run (and perhaps losing water down the drain) every 
time you want a cool glass of water.  
 Do not use running water to thaw meat or other frozen foods. Defrost food overnight in the refrigerator or by using the 
defrost setting on your microwave. 
 
These are just some tips that will help you save money through conserving water. We hope you have a happy, healthy and safe 
Summer! 

Welcome to the Community  
Deputy Riley MacLean 

 
Deputy MacLean from the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office was assigned to the City of Rice Lake full-time 
in May following Deputy Brandon Kucharski’s departure. Deputy MacLean patrols Rice Lake and has an 
office at City Hall. Some of you have already met him but for those that haven’t please welcome him to 
Rice Lake next time you see him. 
 
As always, if you have an emergency dial 911 to have emergency personnel dispatched to you.  
For a general inquiry or if you would like to report something, please call City Hall at 218-721-3778 and 
we will connect you to Deputy MacLean or you can email him at MacLeanR@stlouiscountymn.gov. 
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Fiber-to-the-Home 

Rice Lake’s Phase One Internet Buildout 
Suzanne Herstad, City Councilor 

 

Rice Lake is building out our first internet project. This is a $1 Million project that will serve 267 homes and 
businesses with fiber-to-the-home internet. This project is funded by a matched grant from St. Louis County 
($400,000), City of Rice Lake ($400,000), and CTC ($200,000). Because these are ARPA funds there is no direct 
cost to our citizens. This is a 2022 buildout. Supplies and contractors are available. 
 

                            
 
Rice Lake failed a much larger federal application to the NTIA grant that would have built out to over 2100 
homes and businesses within Rice Lake, Gnesen, Lakewood, Canosia, and Normanna. This was a highly competi-
tive grant that would disperse $288 million to communities across the United States. Not only did our project 
not make it, but no project in Minnesota was awarded this grant. 
This project is very new in its planning stage. The cost of the internet service plans are not available currently. 
Construction should start in September with connections to homes being done in January of 2023. Be ready for 
more information coming soon. In the meantime, you can check out our Facebook page and website for updates. 
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Join the Rice Lake Community Club 
for  

 

When: Sunday, October 23, 2022 
Where: Rice Lake City Hall 
Time: Starting at 2:00 PM 
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Some For You and Some For Bee 
Flutter ‘n’ Buzz Garden 

 
As I write, the milkweeds in the garden are poking up their heads, and hopefully by the time you are 
reading this article, the monarchs will have returned and this year’s caterpillars will be happily munching 
away. Milkweeds are slow to emerge, but this fits perfectly with the monarch’s northward migration as 
the tiny caterpillars can feed much more easily on tender young leaves rather than tougher, more ma-
ture ones. 
I hope that everyone observed “No Mow May” and took advantage of the fact that emerging pollina-
tors need the flowers that bloom in our lawns. While dandelions and creeping Charlie look like weeds 
to us, to early bees and butterflies they look like breakfast, lunch, and dinner! It was actually pretty easy 
this year since there were still snow piles mid-month, but keep it in mind in coming years if spring 
comes early. Give yourself and the pollinators a break! 
Most of the plants in the pollinator garden are perennials, meaning they will return year after year. 

Some are natives, like penstemon, golden alexander, coneflowers, and zig-zag goldenrod. Others like the malva plants that 
grow in the corners are not. Some, like the monarda (aka bee balm) are both: we have the mauve-colored native version and 
a red non-native. The bees and hummingbirds like them all. 
Two of the plants that we use consistently are annuals, plants that need to be planted every year. One is quite easily recog-
nizable: dill! Dill is part of a family of plants known as umbellifers. This plant family includes other familiar plants like chervil, 
coriander, caraway, cumin, fennel, carrot, parsnip, and parsley. 
These plants are favorite larval food for the black swallowtail butterfly. If you have ever grown them in your garden you 
many have noticed “icky little black worms” eating your dill plant’s leaves just when you were ready to make pickles or tzat-
ziki sauce. For this reason, in my own garden, I always plant a pot for me and another pot for the butterflies. When I see the 
caterpillars on “my” plant, I simply move them over to “theirs” so we are all happy. At the pollinator garden the entire plant 
is “theirs”, and when I went to cut it back last fall it was full of caterpillars in various stages so the dill stood awhile longer. 
The other annual plant in the garden generated the most questions from people wondering what is that tall plant in the mid-
dle? The answer is scarlet runner beans. Its flowers make this plant one of the top ten vines for attracting hummingbirds. 
Bees also love them. 
Scarlet runner bean is native to the mountains of Mexico and Central America; by the 1600s it was growing in English and 
early American gardens as a food plant, but now is more frequently grown as an ornamental. It looks very similar to pole 
beans, with dark green, heart-shaped leaves. The quick-growing twining vines can grow up to 15 feet or more in length. 
Plants produce scarlet red, or occasionally red and white, typical legume flowers which open at sunrise and fade at sunset. 
Up to 20 inch-long flowers are produced in each cluster along the vines.  
Flowers are followed by typical bean pods, each up to a foot long. If harvested at 4-6 inches long, they may be used like any 
snap bean. If they get larger, the pod becomes tough, but the beans can be harvested and used as dried beans. Continual har-
vesting keeps the plant producing more flowers (for the bees and hummingbirds) and beans (for you). Always allow a few 
pods to mature and save those seeds to plant next year.  
Article submitted by Nellie S. 

 

Martin/Howard Gnesen Roads Water Loop Extension Project 
 
The City will be installing a new water main on Martin Rd. and Howard Gnesen Rd. this summer. 
This project will provide new water service, replace waterlines that are prone to breakage and help 
deliver a reliable water source for this area.  
Please pay special attention to the detours and road closures. We will do our best to notify you 
of these things as they arise. Please watch our Facebook page and website at ricelakecitymn.com 
under Departments > Utilities > Utility Projects. 
 
The project is scheduled to start the week of July 11 beginning at the Fire Hall on Martin Rd. and 
go until October of 2022. 
 
Restricted road access will happen intermittently throughout the project. There will be a  
detour on Howard Gnesen Road for the southbound lane.  
 
Contact City Hall at 218-249-0917 if you have questions or concerns anytime during the project.  
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A Back to Basics Storage, LLC. 
4955 Rice Lake Road 
Rice Lake, MN 55803 

 
 
 
Locally owned since 2007 offering outdoor RV, boat and trailer storage with a variety of sizes in both climate and 
non-climate controlled units. From May through September, we offer small temporary individual storage within our 
warehouse. Check this out on Facebook @abacktobasicsstorage. A limited number of warehouse space is offered 
from October through April for boats, cars, and motorcycles.   
 
Storage security includes video cameras and gated access. City water has been installed recently and the potential of a 
sewer line coming within the next year. Other improvements are in the planning stages.  
 
Contact us at 218-525-1586. 
 
Check out Duluth Dock & Lift or Anderson Motors which is onsite as well. 
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The Rice Lake City News is going digital starting with the January 2023 publication. This means we will no longer mail out a 
paper copy of the Newsletter to over 1700 households and businesses in our City that ultimately end up in the trash or 
recycling. The money spent on paper, printing, and postage will be put to better use while still providing you the Rice Lake 
News.  
 
To continue to receive the Newsletter you have the following options: 
 
 Subscribe to have the Newsletter emailed to you by going to our website at www.ricelakecitymn.com and select the 

Newsletter button on the home page. This takes you to the Newsletter page where you can select, “Yes, please email 
me the News!”. This brings you to the subscription form to enter your information and select, “Subscribe”. 

 If you are already subscribed and receiving an emailed Newsletter, you do not need to do anything. You will continue to 
receive it digitally. 

 We understand that not everyone has internet access and email so please contact Robin at 218-249-0917 if you want to 
continue to receive a paper copy. We don’t want you to miss out! 

 
If you don’t subscribe or contact us you can still view the Newsletter on our website but you will not receive it by mail or 
email. 
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Zoning Pop Quiz! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Which of these temporary structures are not designed as living quarters?  

  
If you answered “All of them,” you are correct!  

 
These and other temporary structures are “Accessory Structures” that must meet the minimum setback  

requirements as defined in Rice Lake City Zoning Ordinance #22, Section 3.201 Dimensional Standards, Section 
3.4 Shore Setback and Impact Zone, and Section 3.6 Road Centerline Setback.  

This Photo by Unknown Au- This Photo by Unknown 
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New Meter Technology – How it Can Save You Money 
 
The City is more than halfway through water meter replacements for our residents and businesses on city water and/or sew-
er. What does this mean for the residents and businesses with the new meters?   
The new metering technology puts the control into the customers hands by providing a Consumer Portal.  The Consumer 
Portal provides real-time usage with history, analysis and notifications. You can select time interval options (day, month, 
week, and year) and different analysis results pages.  
The page shown below is the Usage Overview showing one week of history. The red represents a possible leak and the 
circle graph shows what percentage of usage is from the potential leak.  You can set up alerts to notify you of a potential leak, 
intermittent leak, high usage, and ambient temperature which is very useful in the winter if you are away and there is a power 
outage or a furnace issue. If the temperature around the meter goes below freezing, your meter could be damaged and your 
pipes could burst.  The alerts allow you to act quickly to save you from costly repairs and large water/sewer bills. 
 

           

If you haven’t received one of our new cellular meters yet, contact Robin at 218-249-0917 to schedule a time that works for 
you. You can also call if you have a new meter and have questions or need assistance accessing the portal .  

 2022 Election Information 
2022 Primary is August 9th 

2022 General is November 8th 

 

The 2022 Primary Election is quickly approaching. Are you registered to vote? Do you know where your polling place is? 
Out of town or work all day on election day? Want to vote absentee? All these questions and more can be answered at 
MNVotes .org. Visit this site to find out if you are registered at your current address. Early registration closes on July 19th 
so check this site today. This site will also walk you through the process of other ways to vote, in case you are out of town 
or work all day on election day and want to vote absentee.  

You can access MNVotes through our website as well, by going to www.ricelakecitymn.com and pressing the “Election 
News” icon. Our website will have updated information specific to our jurisdiction. Be an informed voter by checking 
“What’s on my ballot” and researching the candidates prior to the election. Additional questions can be directed to City Hall 
by calling 218-721-3778 and pressing “0”. 
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Combination of Lots/Parcels 
  

Did you know the combination of lots/parcels requires an 
application and site plan review with the City? St. Louis Coun-
ty cannot legally combine your parcels until the application/
review process is completed by the City and approved by the 
Zoning Official. You can get additional information from our 
website under the “How Do I” tab and selecting “Subdivide 
my Property”. This will take you to the Planning & Zoning 
page with links to our Subdivision Ordinance #34 and Zoning 
Application Cover Sheet. If you are thinking about building 
and want to confirm you meet the Zoning requirements for 
lot sizes, contact Teresa Koivula at 218-721-5001 or by email 
at zoning@ricelakecitymn.com . Sometimes a lot combination 
is required if you want to build an accessory structure (garage 
or shed) on a parcel that is separate from the parcel your 
home is on. Our building season is so short here in Rice Lake, 
you don’t want to waste valuable time waiting for your lot 
combination to be approved when you could be building. The 
time to ask these questions and submit your application is 
during the fall and winter months. Also on our Planning & 
Zoning webpage is a link to St. Louis County Land Explorer, 
this is a great resource for finding out where your property 
lines are and to determine if there might be issues with your 
proposed building location. City staff contact information can 
be found on our website or on the front page of this newslet-
ter. We are here and ready to assist you with all your Zoning 
or Building questions. 

The above tips are taken from the  
DNR Minnesota Boating Guide 2022. 
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Rice Lake City Hall/Pavilion Rental  
 

City Hall 
Max Capacity—100 

 
Daytime or Evening Rentals: 

4 hours or less: $50 rental + $150 deposit 
All day: $100 rental + $150 deposit 

 
Funeral: 

4 hours: $25 rental + $150 deposit 
 

Wedding Receptions/Dances: 
4 hours or less: $150 rental  +  $150 deposit 

All day: $300 rental +  $150 deposit 
 

City Hall Office/Meeting Space 
Capacity –5 

2 hrs. or less: $25 rental; $10 hr. ea. Additional + $150 
deposit 

All day: $50 rental + $150 deposit 
  

City Park Pavilion 
All day: $25.00 rental + $25.00 deposit 

 
All rentals require a certificate of homeowners/rental  

insurance and must be presented prior to the rental or  
deposit will be forfeited.  

 
Alcohol is prohibited on all City grounds. 

Getting a new furnace? Building a new deck?  
Replacing windows or doors? Remodeling? 

 
Don’t forget your building permit! 

 
Apply on our website or at City Hall.  

Please contact Carley at 218-249-0947 
or carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com with any  

building permit questions. 
 

Failure to obtain a required building permit may result in fines. 

Dog Licenses are  
Required in Rice Lake 
 
 

 Lifetime License: $25.00 (valid for the life of your 
pet with one free replacement). Available now at City 
Hall. 

 
 Annual License:* $6.00  

 
*Residents age 60 or over are eligible for a 
free annual license (one per household). 
 
 2021 Annual Licenses expired 12/31/2021. 
 Late fees applied after 1/31/2022.. 
 Applications are available on our website and 

at City Hall. 
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We Want to Hear from You! 
We encourage all community organizations, 

businesses and residents to submit articles for 
the next issue of the newsletter.   

 
If you want to be added to the email list for 

notifications of deadlines to get your article or 
ad in the next Newsletter,   
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City of Rice Lake  
Sweatshirts and T-shirts  

 
Available to order now! 

 
Go to the Community Events page located 

on our website at 
www.ricelakecitymn.com. 

 
The City of Rice Lake Logo will be screen 

printed on each shirt style. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How to Purchase: 

There is a link to an online store through 
the vendor to place your own order. If 

you do not have access to the internet we 
can place the order for you. We also have 

a limited number of styles and sizes  
available at City Hall. 

 

 
Shirt sale sponsored by the  

Rice Lake Activities Committee 
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