
   

 

  Rice Lake News January 2023

 
2023 Upcoming City Office Closures 
Monday, Jan. 2— New Years Day Observed  
Monday, Jan. 16—Martin Luther King Day 

Monday, Feb. 20—President’s Day 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Friday  

7:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
 
 
 
 

CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
Toni Blomdahl 

249-0733 
tblomdahl@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
DEPUTY TREASURER  

Katie Jackman 
249-0916 

katie@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

BUILDING & ZONING DEPARTMENT 
Carley Hungerford 

249-0947 
carleyh@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
DEPUTY CLERK / UTILITIES 

Robin Murphy 
249-0917 

robin@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

DEPUTY CLERK 
Kathy Lafave 

249-0623 
office@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
UTILITIES  

John Hegstrom 
249-0818 

johnh@ricelakecitymn.com 
 

Justin Schendel  
justin@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
ROADS 

Justin Aleshire 
roads@ricelakecitymn.com 

 
Justin Rosencrans 

justinr@ricelakecitymn.com 
 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 
Jessica Rahja 

590-8859 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mayor 
John Werner 

Councilor 
Bob Quade 

Councilor 
Suzanne Herstad 

Councilor 
John Hegstrom 

Councilor 
Jayme Heim 
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Mayor’s Corner 
John Werner, Mayor   

 
Winter has arrived and with that, accidents have increased. Please remember to slow down and watch the weather reports for 
possible storms so you are prepared. Also, if you plan to go out on the lakes, whether it be fishing or 
snowmobiling, know the ice can be thick in one area, and soft/thin in other areas. Watch out for snow 
plows while out driving and remember that City roads are posted NO parking during the winter months 
for snow plowing.  
 
Open Arms Senior Living has opened on Martin Rd. east of Kwik Trip.   
Kwik Trip’s new bottle shop has opened and I’m told it’s doing very well.   
Thank you to the new businesses who have joined our community. 
 
We have been meeting with our new legislators to get acquainted and share with them our hopes and 
needs for the City. This includes: 
 Small city assistance for cities under five thousand. Estimated lost revenue to Rice Lake is $40,000.  
 Bonding requests in the form of grants (no matching dollars from the City).  

 $1.8 million to finish the sewer system up Rice Lake Rd. for the present businesses and future development. Also 
to continue to close dead end pipes in our water system by looping.  

 $7.5 million for our Public Safety Building. This request will fix the foundation of the present Fire Hall, repair 
numerous other items, includes an addition of two larger bays to replace the north Fire Hall to accommodate the 
larger rigs needed for future growth, as well as a training and emergency shelter addition. 

 We also presented to them the public’s concern about rising taxes in the State of Minnesota which needs to be addressed.  
 
We have contracted for an addition to the Public Works Building. This will include an up-to-date wash bay. At present we 
don’t have one, so when we wash our public works equipment and fire trucks, we do it outside or inside using our floor drains. 
This is a violation of both WLSSD and the MPCA. Watch for more information in the future. 
 
In closing, I know I speak on behalf of all the City Staff, have a safe and glorious Holiday Season. 
 
 

Winter Roads & Park Report 
John Werner, Roads Supervisor 

 
Roads are in good shape for the start of winter. They were graded just prior to the two day rain, then it transitioned to snow 
so there are some pot holes that will hamper driving on a couple of roads. 
 
November maintenance period was busy for our personnel with finishing snow gear installation, sign installation caused by vehi-
cle damage, repair of minor drainage issues caused by the late fall rain, shouldering on new blacktop from summer work, and 
minor maintenance on equipment to include oil changes. 
 
Please remember ALL of our roads are posted as NO parking during the winter months.  
 
Public works activity has also been busy. All cans from the City recycle shed were hauled to the recycle facility. Also replaced 
the man door there because the door and frame were no longer serviceable. 
 
Park skating rink was installed with liner, and the Fire Dept has volunteered numerous hours filling it. 
The sliding hill at the park is open and the west parking lot is plowed along with the road side parking in front of the Pavilion 
for the skating rink, once it is open.  
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‘Tis The Season for Frozen Water Pipes 
John Hegstrom, Utility Supervisor 

 
The frigid temperatures have arrived in Northern Minnesota and with them come the risk of frozen residential water pipes. It 
is rare for a winter to pass without hearing about someone experiencing a burst or frozen water pipe, so it is important for 
Rice Lakers to consider measures that will help protect the home and plumbing. Here are some tips to assist residents in 
reducing the risk of frozen water pipes: 

 As most residential water service lines enter the home through the basement, residents should ensure the base-
ment temperature remains at least 55 degrees Fahrenheit 

 If the home is on a slab and has no basement, the same recommendation applies by keeping all areas of the home 
at least 55 degrees  

 Check for air infiltration leaks in your home every year and seal any new air leaks  
 Protect and properly insulate any pipes that run against exterior walls 
 Cabinets that contain water pipes can be left open to allow warmer air to circulate within the cabinet enclosure 

and warm the pipes 
 Install pipe heating electrical cable to at-risk pipes. This product wraps around the pipe, regulates the heat and 

plugs into a grounded outlet (see the manufacturer’s instructions for complete details) 
In the event one finds frozen pipes in the home, open the faucet, and begin treating the area or areas on the pipes where the 
suspected ice blockage is occurring. Treat the area until the ice blockage begins to melt and water flow is restored. This can 
be accomplished by applying a grounded electric heating pad, using an electric hair dryer/air heat gun or an electric space 
heater. Many homes have added or converted to cross-linked polyethylene, commonly referred to as PEX. Use care when 
heating PEX tubing to ensure it is not damaged by excessive heat. Do not use any open flame device to thaw frozen pipes, 
regardless of the material the pipe is made of. If one cannot thaw the pipes, it is recommended that a licensed plumber be 
called to assist. 
Extreme cold weather brings many risks to us and our homes. Being mindful of these risks and proactively and safely address-
ing them will reduce the likelihood of plumbing damage or inconvenience this winter. Rice Lake Utilities would like to wish 
you and yours a happy, healthy, and prosperous New year! 
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2023 Approved Fee Schedules (General, 
Building, and Utilities) 

 
We Want to Hear from You! 

We encourage all community organizations, businesses and  
residents to submit articles for the next issue of the newsletter.   

 
If you want to be added to the email list for notifications of 
deadlines to get your article or ad in the next Newsletter,   

Email robin@ricelakecitymn.com or call 249-0917. 



 5 

 

Energy and Water Assistance  
Applications Available Now 

Minnesotans with disconnected water service, a 
water shutoff notice, or a past due water bill may 
be able to get help paying their water bill. Benefits 
may cover the entire past due amount. 
 
Program Description: 
Provides financial grants to be used towards energy 
costs for residential heating bills. Additional funds 
are available for crisis situations and energy-related 
repairs. Information on energy conservation related 
practices are also available. 
Energy Assistance Program (EAP) Facts 
 Renters and homeowners are eligible. 
 Assets such as the home are not considered in 

determining eligibility. 
 Grants range from $300 to $1400, based on 

household size, income, & fuel cost. 
 In addition to the initial grant, additional crisis 

funds are available to:  
 -Help pay a past due water bill.   
 -Help homeowners get their broken 
              furnace repaired or replaced. 

 
The next program year start date is 10/1/22 
The deadline for Energy Assistance is 5/31/23 
 
Apply with your local Energy Assistance Program 
Service Provider (AEOA) at https://www.aeoa.org/
energy-assistance-program 
Contact Us 
Questions? Contact your local Energy Assistance 
Program Service Provider (AEOA) or the Minneso-
ta Department of Commerce at 
eheat.doc@state.mn.us 

Tis the Season to ...Salt Smart 
 
It’s that time of the year again! While snow and ice can be a big problem, road salt and 
deicers can be too. Protect local lakes and streams by using the least amount of salt pos-
sible. Just one teaspoon of salt will permanently pollute 5 gallons of water!  
 
Before salting this winter, shovel first! Less snow means less ice, and less salt. Scatter 
smart, aim for about three inches between salt grains. Switch to a different 
deicer when the temperature is too cold for salt to work. Last but not 
least, sweep up and save any extra salt or sand to be used again. Following 
these smart salting techniques will save you time and money, as well as sav-
ing our aquatic ecosystems from pollution.  
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Rice Lake Fire Department News 
By Chief Mark Niemi 

 
Rice Lake Fire Department has some exciting news to share with the communi-
ty. By the time this article prints, we will have our brand new Pumper-Tender 
apparatus from Pierce at the fire hall and responding to calls for service. We 
want to thank all of the people that were involved with bringing this upgrade in 
emergency response equipment to our community to better serve our citizens. 
In no particular order we thank, Rice Lake City Council for supporting the re-
quested need, City Clerk Toni Blomdahl for her support in the behind the 
scenes administrative work, Rice Lake FD truck committee members (Scott Bee-
man, Rich Johnson, Ryan Abrahamson, Devin Sonnek, Kelby Sundquist, Mike 
Conradi, and Mark Niemi) for the planning work and truck build, and our 
MacQueen Emergency sales representative for walking us through the process 
and being an advocate for Rice Lake in making sure the apparatus we need is the 
apparatus we are getting.  

The planning for this replacement project started back at the beginning of 2021, and we will be officially concluding the project 
January 2023. Significant challenges were overcome during the 24 month process from navigating supply chain issues, avoiding 
chassis price increases by locking into our purchase early on, securing the financial funding with a low interest rate prior to fed-
eral rate hikes, and working through the individualized needs for the new equipment acquisitions to outfit the truck. Many hands 
and minds made smooth work.  
The total cost of this new fire truck is in the ball park of $350,000 which includes the truck and necessary equipment. Rice Lake 
was able to purchase this apparatus through the use of Local Government Aid funds appropriated by the City Council from the 
State. This helps alleviate the burden of a high dollar piece of equipment being put on the tax payers. In the end we are excited 
to place this new truck into service that will serve the community for the next 25 to 30 years.  
 

 

Rice Lake Fire Department Safety Message 
Fire Chief, Mark Niemi 

 

Greetings and salutations. As I sit here to write this article we are experiencing our first blizzard of the 2022-2023 winter storm 
season. While we are hunkered down waiting for a break in the snow action to get out and clear our driveways and walk ways, 
remember we have city employees that are hard at work making sure our area is safe and accessible for our citizens and emer-
gency personnel to get to where they need to go at a moment’s notice. That being said, props and kudo’s to the Rice Lake 
Roads and Public Works crews for all of their hard work and long hours!  
Couple of key things to remember during the winter season in regards to home safety. When clearing snow, always remember 
to shovel out your areas of egress around your home. I’m sure we all remember to shovel the front door, but that back door 
that rarely gets used or those window well areas for below grade bedrooms are equally as important in that moment of need.  
In addition to those paths of egress, also making sure your furnace and water heater exhausts are clear of snow and ice is vitally 
important in preventing carbon monoxide build-up within your home. So far this year we have been called to three separate car-
bon monoxide incidents that proved to be the real deal once we arrived. A big reminder is to treat those CO alarms sounding 
as the real thing since carbon monoxide in the home can be very hard to realize until it is too late. If your alarm sounds, get all 
of the people and pets out of your home, call 911, and wait some place that is warm until the fire department arrives. It is also 
important to leave windows and doors shut in the home so that we are able to accurately determine whether or not CO levels 
are present. HVAC technicians can then be called in to diagnose the source of the problem and repair in a timely manner. Hav-
ing a couple of HVAC company numbers in mind or stored in your phone will help speed up the process if they are needed.  
As always, your safety is Rice Lake Fire Department’s top priority. If you ever are in need of assistance or are trying to deter-
mine whether or not our help is necessary, just call and we will be happy to come out and do what we can for you.  
Have a happy and safe winter season!  
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Sign up for Fast, Affordable, Reliable INTERNET!! 
By Counselor Herstad 

Rice Lake’s first internet buildout project is currently underway. You may have noticed the orange conduit installed 
along Rice Lake Road. CTC will start installing service to homes and businesses in the late Spring/Summer of 2023. 
If you live in this project area, CTC is seeking the commitment of those homes and businesses to get signed up to 
receive services. To answer additional questions and sign up please contact Pat Malley from Duluthian Networks 
at 866-4-DULUTH, email him at pat@duluthian.net, or text him at 218-348-8865. 

    

There is a benefit to signing up now while this project is currently underway. The cost of getting internet to your 
home is included in the grant that we received to do this project. Even those homes that have long driveways will 
get internet to their home at no additional cost.  
 
Pricing 
$65/mo. for 250M download/upload 
$85/mo. for 500M download/upload 
$100/mo. for 1Gig download/upload 
Included Wi-Fi router to cover +-2000 sq ft 
 
Land line phone service for as little as $20/mo. 
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Protect the Environment by Properly  
Disposing of Holiday Greens 

We all love holiday trees and other 
greenery, but importing them from 
outside Minnesota can bring invasive 
pests and diseases. Boxwood blight and 
Oriental bittersweet are invasive plants 
that can be found in greenery and cen-
terpieces. Gypsy moth and elongate 
hemlock scale are two insects that can 
infest Christmas trees. 
Elongate hemlock scale (EHS) has be-
come an issue for Frasier fir producers 
in the mid-Atlantic states. These tiny 
insects secrete a waxy coating for de-
fense and feed on the sap from hem-

locks, firs, and spruces. They insert piercing/sucking mouthparts 
into the host plant to feed. The scale can cause needles to yellow 
and fall off. While EHS scale has not been found on the Minneso-
ta or Wisconsin landscape, during the 2018 holidays it was inter-
cepted by Wisconsin plant health officials on shipments of Fraser 
and balsam fir Christmas trees and boughs, in wreaths and other 
evergreen decorations. Accidental introductions like this could 
lead to spread and establishment of this invasive on the landscape 
and significant problems for Minnesota Christmas tree producers, 
nurseries, and natural forests. 
If you know your Christmas tree and greenery are not from Min-
nesota, if you bought them from a chain store, or if you are oth-
erwise unsure where they originated, do your part when the hol-
iday season is over to protect our environment. Follow this ad-
vice: 
 Do not toss trees and greenery into backyard woods or your 
compost pile. 
 Use a city or county organized tree and greenery pick-up or 
drop-off. 
 If your city or county does not have an organized pick-up or 
drop-off, burn the greens. 
Always check with local ordinances first and follow them. 
If you suspect your greenery or tree may be infested with an in-
vasive insect or disease, contact the MDA’s Arrest the Pest line 
at 1-888-545-6684 or arrest.the.pest@state.mn.us. For more 
information, https://sites.google.com/d.umn.edu/
duluthcismapartners/home/brochures. 
 
Article submitted by Stephanie H. 

Elongate hemlock scale. 

Troop 7 News 

Happy Holidays from the Scouts and Leaders of Scout 
BSA Troop 7, Rice Lake’s only Scout Troop. After a brief 
pause in activities during June and July, Troop 7 attended 
our normal summer camp at Camp Tomahawk near 
Birchwood, Wisconsin in August. The Scouts and several 
adult leaders spent a week learning, earning merit badg-
es, and enjoying some late summer fun in the water. Due 
to schedule changes at Camp Tomahawk, 2022 was the 
last year Troop 7 will be at our traditional camp site 
(during our regular camping week, a tradition that goes 
back several decades). While Troop 7 will continue to go 
to summer camp at Tomahawk, in 2023 it will be in a 
different camp site and will be in June versus August. 
Troop 7 has had a busy fall with two campouts and sev-
eral service projects. In October the troop spent a beau-
tiful weekend at Minnesota’s newest state park – Vermil-
lion State Park, near Soudan. In November the troop 
spent time hiking and exploring the woods, river, and 
shoreline of Gooseberry State Park. Service projects 
included roadside cleanups along Howard Gnesen Road 
between Martin and Beyer Roads and along Rice Lake 
Road between Arrowhead and Ridgeview Roads. Several 
scouts also assisted at Ruby’s Pantry. 
Upcoming events will include an overnight fun night at 
Gnesen Community Center, which will be followed by a 
Court of Honor, where Scouts are recognized for com-
pletion of merit badges and rank advancements. Troop 7 
will be having annual winter campout, which will be held 
at Horace Johnson in February. During the winter cam-
pout, the Scouts are given an opportunity to design and 
construct a winter camping shelter and sleep in it over-
night. Those brave souls who camp outside overnight 
earn our Troop’s coveted “Winter Warrior” patch.  
As a reminder, we meet at 6:30 on Monday nights. We 
also have monthly parent meetings which are typically on 
the second Wednesday of the month. If you would like 
more information, please contact our Scoutmaster Pat 
Sirois at ps0264@aol.com or Parent Committee Chair, 
Becky Moore at bswitze@msn.com  
 
Submitted by Scott Carney – Troop 7 Assistant Scout-
master 

RICE LAKE CITY NEWS 
The Rice Lake City News has gone digital starting with this publication. Subscribers will receive it 
by email and those that contacted us to continue receiving a paper copy will have it mailed to 
their home address. It is also available to everyone on our website at:  
https://www.ricelakecitymn.com/newsletter/ 
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Where and How to Place Your Garbage /Recycling Bins During Winter 
 

Heavy snow accumulation, icy roads and/or poor visibility during winter maintenance ac-
tivities can make it difficult for snowplows to avoid garbage/recycling bins placed alongside 
the road. Knowing how to make waste collection as easy as possible is important, so here 
are a few helpful tips. 
 
When you shovel or plow out your driveway, be sure to clear out a spot for your col-
lection bin(s). 
 

Do not place garbage bin(s) in the road right of way. Although this cleared area is an enticing location to place your 
collection bin(s), it creates a hazard as they could get hit by vehicles or taken away by snowplows. Most garbage trucks are 
equipped with a hydraulic extending arm that grasps bins up to 5 feet away. It is recommended that bin(s) be place at least 3 to 
5 feet off the edge of road/shoulder, into your driveway, so they are out of the way of the snowplow or snow being pushed 
aside while the snowplow is going down the road. 
 
Do not place garbage bin(s) on top of the snow piles. This placement might cause your garbage bin to tip over and litter 
your garbage along the ditches or street. It also makes it difficult for the garbage trucks to collect your trash/recycling. 
 
Retrieve your garbage bin(s) soon after collection (when possible). Garbage/recycling bins often sit at the roadside on 
collection day until the evening. Empty bins are vulnerable to winds and snow removal operations and could cause a hazard if 
knocked into the roadway. Prompt removal of empty containers is recommended. 
 
These tips can make collection day safer and easier for snowplow and garbage truck drivers. 

Pushing Snow Into or Across the Road 

No one really enjoys clearing their driveway of snow. No matter whether 
you're plowing, snow blowing or worse, shoveling, there are much better 
things we'd all like to be doing than pushing and lifting snow. That dread may 
cause many of us to decide to just push all that snow out into the road be-
cause why not? The plow is going to come by anyway and take care of it 
right?  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
The City Roads Department wants to remind you that pushing snow into the road or across the road, no matter what 
method you use, is against the law and a misdemeanor under MN statute 160.2715 and a violation of City Ordinance num-
ber 46, Sect. 4.  Doing so creates icy ridges that are hazardous to motorists and damaging to vehicles and plows. Additional-
ly, gravel gets pushed across with the snow, which causes the need for costly road re-pairs and can clog ditches and culverts.  
Anyone who violates this ordinance is subject to a $200 fine.   
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Dog Licenses Required in Rice Lake 
 

Current Annual License Holders 
All annual licenses purchased in 2022 expire on January 1. You will need 

to apply for the Lifetime license valid for the lifetime of your dog.  
 

Lifetime License Fee: $25.00 per license  
     (includes one free replacement tag) 

 
Residents age 60 or over are eligible for a reduced rate  

of $10.00 per Lifetime license. 
 

If your dog currently has a Lifetime license you do not need a new license. 
All Lifetime Licenses previously purchased are still valid for the life of your dog.  

 
Licenses are available at City Hall.  

Payments can be made by cash, check, or credit/debit card. If paying by card an additional 3% or $1.00 minimum is 
charged by the credit processing company. 

     
 
Our new 24 unit Assisted Living and Memory Care Facility located at 4414 Martin 
Road is now accepting residents. Call today for more information (218) 576-5664 
or visit our website at openarmsseniorliving.com. 

Snow Removal 
We need help? Who can I call? 
This is a question we get every winter at City Hall and with the large amount of snow we recently received, 
we understand it can be a struggle. 
Listed below are a few businesses in the area that we confirmed offer this service..  
We are not providing this list as a recommendation or referral, only as informational.  
 

 
For further information on cost and availability please contact the business directly.  
 
 Coombe Enterprises – 218-349-1735 

 Ed Oman Construction – 218-391-9903 

 Zander Ziemski – 218-721-7079 
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Solution on page 14 
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Adopt-A-Hydrant  
 

Winter has arrived and we are asking for volun-
teers again this year, to keep snow clear from fire 
hydrants so they are visible to the Rice Lake Pub-
lic Works and Fire Departments.  
If you have a fire hydrant near your property, 
please consider volunteering to keep it clear this 
winter.  If you adopted a hydrant last winter we 
“Thank You” for your support and hope you will 
consider doing it again this year. 

 
 

Snow Removal Reminder 
 
A friendly reminder to keep all your exterior doors 
free of snow this winter.  
Even if you normally don’t use the door, you should 
keep it clear at all times in case of an emergency. 
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Rice Lake City Hall/Pavilion Rental  

City Hall 
Max Capacity—100 

Daytime or Evening Rentals: 
4 hours or less: $50 rental + $150 deposit 

All day: $100 rental + $150 deposit 

Funeral: 
4 hours: $25 rental + $150 deposit 

Wedding Receptions/Dances: 
4 hours or less: $150 rental  +  $150 deposit 

All day: $300 rental +  $150 deposit 

City Hall Office/Meeting Space 
Capacity –5 

2 hrs. or less: $25 rental; $10 hr. ea. Additional + $150 
deposit 

All day: $50 rental + $150 deposit 

City Park Pavilion 
All day: $25.00 rental + $25.00 deposit 

All rentals require a certificate of homeowners/rental  
insurance and must be presented prior to the rental or 

deposit will be forfeited.  

Alcohol is prohibited on all City grounds. 

“Rice Lake, Minnesota  
Celebrating 150 Years”  

Books are $25 and  
available for purchase at City Hall  

It’s a great gift for any occasion! 
Stop by and pick one up today. 

Cash, check, debit or credit cards accepted.   
Note: There is a 3% fee if paying by credit or debit card. 

All PROFITS go towards enhancements to our  
Rice Lake City Park for family enjoyment. 
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Rice Lake News 
4107 W Beyer Rd 

Rice Lake, MN 55803

Like us on Facebook at City of Rice Lake 


